
From the President....

With trialing finished for 2025 I'd like to congratulate all
winners and placegetters throughout the year. Also,
another very big thank you to all of the committees who
have worked tirelessly to host these trials - until you try it
you don't appreciate the effort that goes into running a
trial.

I'd like to congratulate Paul, Mick and Jess on their second
place in the Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge, held at the
Supreme in Northam, WA. A big congratulations to Jess on
firstly making the Test team and then travelling to New
Zealand and convincingly winning the Wayleggo cup. A
very strong team effort from Bernard, Barry, Bailey, Jess
and Mick as Judge Manager.

I wish everyone a safe and Happy Christmas and look
forward to catching up in the New Year.
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
NSW SDWI would like to welcome all our new members. We hope that you enjoy trialing  
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Now, here’s an idea or two …. 

Our members are full of great ideas!. 
We want to give members the opportunity to input into ideas – sometimes a good idea just needs a bit of a tweak
to become a great idea, or we might want to trial an idea to see if it works or leads to an improvement in
something we’re already doing. 
If you have an idea (or even the beginning of one), send it through and we’ll publish it in the newsletter to see what
conversation is started! Members can provide their input via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com. Comments can
be kept confidential if preferred.  (Whether you agree with an idea or not, please keep all comments respectful –
it’s not easy to speak up in front of a critical audience!!)

Upcoming Trials for 2026

Time to start planning the 2026 Trial
Calendar!!
Please send through your trial dates to
nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com to
have them included on the NSW
calendar! 
Entry forms will be emailed to
members and posted on our website &
Facebook page as they become
available.  
**Note some dates may alter slightly
depending on entries and other events.
Trials so far....
9-15 Mar National Sheepdog Trial @ Hall  
17-21 Mar NSW State Championships @
Molong
24-26 April Murrurundi Willowtree
Sheepdog Trial 
16-19 July Coolah Valley Sheepdog Trial 
15-18 Oct Morongla Sheepdog Trial

Idea Spotlight
Making the most of the Internet

Six heads are better than one:
Most the states have adopted live scores and
are doing a great job of taking it forward.
Different states have progressed in different
directions which are not mutually exclusive -
SA has been projecting to cricket score
boards, and in NSW & WA formulae are
constantly evolving. There would be a lot to
be gained by the IT gurus getting their heads
together regularly to exchange ideas and
learn from everyone’s successes (or
otherwise), so we can work together to
ensure live scores are presented
professionally & consistently.

Internet reliability 
Live streaming is also becoming more
prevalent. We realized the importance of
Internet reliability when the widely
anticipated livestream did not eventuate in
NZ recently. It seems a shame for our
members & sponsors when so much money
and effort have been poured into the Test
series. Starlink should be available to us
whenever we are proposing to live stream.
This would include the Test series & Supreme
plus some of the other prestige trials where
live streaming is a feature.
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A Few Notes To Remember

REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS
Please ensure that when you are entering a
dog that is not owned by you, you must
include “owned by” and “worked by” on the
entry form.
Please ensure that when entering trials, all
dogs have a registered number – ‘pending’
is not acceptable. Contact the Registrar to
request a registration number. 

ularabcollies@bigpond.com
 No Registration number, no entry 

(dogs of event members excepted)

From the Judges Panel
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Breeder Identification Number

Have you obtained your BIN yet? 
All litter registrations must now include your Breeder
Identification Number. This field has been added to our
Dog Registration form, available via the NSWSDWI
website. 
Visit the NSW Pet Registry site to obtain your Breeder
Identification Number
(www.petregistry.olg.nsw.gov.au/breeders) (it’s easy)
and understand your obligations if you are breeding
pups. From 1 December, you will need to confirm you
meet the breeder eligibility criteria. 

Navigating Obstacles to Shut the Gate
You’ve survived judging the winding pegs, and head for the obstacles – starting with the race. Each of the
obstacles – race, bridge and pen – are worked in a similar manner, in principle. There is a ‘set’ (circle / ring /
hoop) 3m from the edge of the obstacle that the handler must stand in whilst directing their dog to work
the sheep through (or into) the obstacle. Once the worker steps into the set, your judging transitions from
course points to obstacle points, and the handler doesn’t step out again until the sheep are clear. 

The race and bridge both have ‘wings’ at the opening of the obstacle, which can be used to the advantage
of the worker to encourage the sheep through the obstacle; however, each time a sheep ducks past the
wing, on either side, points are deducted starting with 1 point for sheep slipping outside a wing, 2 points for
sheep reaching the mid point of an obstacle and 3 points for sheep reaching the ‘end’ of the race or bridge
or a full lap of these or the pen. To judge the race and bridge, align yourself with the end of the obstacle –
handlers can get overexcited and leave the set before the sheep are clear (unfortunately, a disqualification
though you might show a little leniency to new encourage workers). 

Judging of the pen can be one of the most intense moments, particularly if the handler is running short on
time or overly keen to get the gate shut. It is crucial to line yourself up with the mouth of the pen so you
can ensure the sheep are clearly inside the pen before the handler moves from the set to take hold of the
gate. Many judges in the past have used a signal such as a raised arm to confirm to the handler that the
sheep are safely in the pen and they are able to close the gate. Remember, once the handler has left the set
and started to close the gate, they must not stop. The trial terminates when the gate shuts, irrespective of
whether a sheep has come out, or the dog has gone in and has been trapped in or popped back out.
Failure to shut the gate is a disqualification, as is the handler stopping, letting go of the gate or the dog
being trapped in the pen (as its likely crossed). 

Something to note in NSW rules – if the sheep clear the obstacle before the handler reaches the set, there
is no need to rework the obstacle. The handler must step (both feet) into the set, then proceed to the next
obstacle – but keep an eye on how far ahead the sheep are as you may need to deduct course points for
>8m in front. Also watch for any handlers ‘blocking’ the sheep at obstacles to prevent them slipping past
the edges – this can be in the form of big movements, loud noises, excessive use of trial stick or body
blocks. While there is some leniency for encourage workers, penalties start at 3 points, with heavier
deductions if the blocking continues. Obstacles are also a potential spot for sheep to stand up to a dog,
particularly on the bridge. The dog is allowed to nip an aggressive sheep and use appropriate force when
working an obstacle but must not bite and hang on – a definite disqualification. 
To recap:

Once the handler is in the set, obstacle points apply
Keep an eye on the sheep clearing the obstacle and when the worker leaves the set, and for blocking at
obstacles. 
Line yourself up so you can clearly see if the sheep are clear (including at the pen)
The trial terminates when the gate is shut – once the handler leaves the set they must not stop or let go
of the gate. 
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Seeking clubs to run a Trans
Tasman trial for 2026

We are seeking interest from clubs willing to host a
Trans Tasman event before July 2026 to host the
Selection trial, or potentially a Selection Trial Series
if there are multiple clubs interested. If your club is
willing to host the trial (support from NSW council
is available) please get in touch via
nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com or contact Will
Goggin to discuss. 

Animal Welfare code of practice

Owners, handlers, breeders and/or lessees in
charge of dogs have a responsibility to
understand and meet the welfare needs of
their dogs

All NSW members agree to abide by the
NSWSDI Code of Conduct and the ASDWA
Code of Animal Welfare when they sign their
membership form. We expect ALL members
to adopt the highest standards of animal
husbandry, care and handling of their dogs. 

Anyone involved in breeding dogs for fee or
reward must understand and follow the
obligations in the Animal Welfare Code of
Practice - Breeding dogs and cats.

 Encourage Status

Congratulations to our Encourage members
who have recently broken their status! 

Robert Heath

WE WON THE WAYLEGGO CUP
Congratulations to the Australian Test Team - 
 - Mick Hudson (Judge Manager), Bernard McGlashan
(Captain), Bailey Knight, Barry Knight and Jessica Kimpton,
For their outstanding effort to retain the Wayleggo Cup. 
We are so proud of your achievements! 

Dog, Handler & Rookie of the
Year 2025

And the winners are... 

Dog of the Year: MGH Rabbit

Handler of the Year: Mick Hudson

Rookie of the Year: Nicholas Andersen
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image credit: Hypro Group, posted to ASDWA Facebook group

Working through some challenging conditions, on
equally challenging sheep, our NSW team of: 

Mick Hudson & MGH Rabbit, 
Jessica Kimpton & Newcomen Stitch, and
Paul Darmody & Zeefree Troy 

put on a spectacular display of teamwork over the three
rounds to take 2  in the Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge. nd

Photo credit: NSWSDWI

NSW Representatives runners up in the 
Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge
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Place Open Improver Novice Encourage

1
Julie Birkett

Brands Hatch Sierra Tequila
Jess Kimpton

Quickstep The Dude
Mick Hudson

MGH Heidi
John Reedy
Antarn Olaf

2
Pip Hudson
MGH Esther

Tegan Perry
Perry’s Mack

Justin Lawman
MGH Conan

John Reedy
Annaway Jackman

3
Julie Birkett

Brands Hatch Bundaberg
Pip Hudson

Belondajon Henry
Jess Kimpton

Quickstep The Dude
Megan White

Fletchers Monte

4
Mick Hudson

Echo Park Mel
Justin Lawman

MGH Conan
John Reedy

Melken Cooper
John Reedy
Melken Cooper

5
Douglas Taylor

MGH Jackie
Justin Lawman

Kyloe Snow
Justin Lawman

Kyloe Snow

TULLAMORE P&H SHEEPDOG TRIAL (Judge: Mr Ken Robinson )

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage

1
Ryann Redmond
Croxon Thorne

Alison Burrell
Illoura Sam

Josh Marshall
Heartland Lane

Dave Whitby
Supreme Tess

2
Ryann Redmond

Primrose Valley Suzie
Amy Redmond

Barramu Buttons
Julie Ann Sanderson
Trinity Jatz Cracker

Boyd Ayvard
Patsy

3
Adrian Carpenter

Illoura Ally
Julie Ann Sanderson
Trinity Jatz Cracker

Dave Whitby
Supreme Tess

Boyd Ayvard
Jimmy

4
Alison Burrell

Illoura Sam
Josh Marshall

Heartland Lane
Neil Croxon

Croxon Fang
Dave Whitby

Supreme Troy

5
Adrian Carpenter

Wymah Biggin
Jenny Rosten

Mighty

6
Adrian Carpenter

Hiltons Piper

TRUNDLE SHEEPDOG TRIAL (Judge :  Mr Edward Mulry)
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Place Open Improver Novice

1
Mick Hudson
MGH Rabbit

Grant Cooke
Grassvalley Grace

Bailey Knight
MGH Lucy

2
Lee Jamieson

Riverbourne Fran
Simon Leaning

Marionvale Pete
Steve Wallace

Floroy Jess

3
Simon Leaning 

Marionvale Woody
Nan Lloyd

Binnaburra Ruffy
Eileen Moriarty

Riverbourne Spot

4
Bailey Knight

Flowers Sweeney
Jessica Kimpton

Quickstep Muppet
Anthony Ireland
Yilgangie Lenny

5
Jessica Kimpton

Quickstep Muppet
Jean Hydleman 

Rocky Djinda
Michael Rigby
Barcoo Moon

6
Barry Knight

Knights Bridie

7
Simon Leaning
Marionvale Di

8
Barry Paton

Marong Murphy

9
Stefan Cross

Echo Park Uno

10
Bailey Knight
Knights Ron

SUPREME AUSTRALIAN SHEEPDOG CHAMPIONSHIP (NORTHAM, WA)
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Place HYPRO GROUP OPEN FINAL

1 Jess Kimpton
Newcomen Stitch

2 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Triton

3 Greg Walton
Milburn Harvey

4 Scott Smith
Ryan’s Jack

5 Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Muppet

6 Peter Oxley
Rivlin Hatty

HYPRO HENTY SHEEPDOG TRIAL (Judge: Mr Andrew Heath)

7



Place Open Improver Novice Encourage

1
Douglas Taylor

MGH Zeela
Matthew Parsons

Gibsons Villian
Jon Cantrall

Wongaburra Boots
Daniel Eveleigh

SB Cleo

2
Mick Hudson

Echo Park Mel
Peter Oxley

Rivlin Murphy
Douglas Taylor

MGH Shine
Sue Carroll

Rockhill Zeva

3
Mick Hudson

MGH Rosie
Rob Hodgman
Essential Strip

Ann Wherry
Wondara Tye

Sue Carroll
Wilbo Bessie

4
Mick Hudson
MGH Rabbit

Linda Dening
Riverbourne Neo

Sue Carroll
Rockhill Zeva

Katie Doherty
Badboy Witch

5
Ryann Redmond
Croxon Thorne

U/P
Linda Dening

Windeyer Bobby
Colleen Drew

Wilbo Allie
Mick Hudson

MGH Fairy

CENTRAL WEST CHAMPIONSHIP (Judges: Mr Paul Darmody, Ms Laura McKillop,
Mr Danny Kerr (enc final)

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage

1
Peter Oxley

Rivlin Murphy
Justin Lawman

Kyloe Snow
EIleen Moriarty

Windeyer Gracie
Ann Sant

Nil Rain Ruby

2
Will Goggin

Springvale Dolly /
Vaimari Bec

Pip Hudson
Echo Park Gyp

Ryann Redmond
RAR Mini

Nick Andersen
Cullinga Jimmy

3
Will Goggin

Springvale Dolly
Rob Pamment

Blackburn Annie
Tracey Lindsay

Wongaburra Lace

4
Scott Smith

Wynella Pink
Eileen Moriarty

Windeyer Gracie
Ann Sant

Nil Rain Ruby
Jared Walker
Walkers Zoe

5
Pip Hudson

Echo Park Gyp
Justin Lawman

Kyloe Snow

6
Mick Hudson

MGH Snip

MORONGLA SHEEPDOG TRIAL (Judge Mr Edward Mulry)
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Place Open Novice

1 Tony Elliott
Gundagai Winkie

Robert Heath
Braziers Bronte

2 Andrew Heath 
Te Rata Len

Mick Hudson
MGH Nicky

3 Mick Hudson
MGH Rosie

Tony Elliott
Gundagai Lash

4 Mick Hudson
MGH Rabbit

Paul Prentice
Gundagai Redboy

5 Roberth Heath
Braziers Bronte

Barb Kessler
Wondara Brook

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage

1 Will Goggin
Kirkvale Mango

Will Goggin
Kirkvale Mango

Will Goggin
Kirkvale Mango

Andrew Kershaw 
Roseona D

2 Douglas Taylor
MGH Jackie

Will Goggin
Springvale Dolly

Todd Kissick
Mayfair Willow

Nick Andersen
Cullinga Harper

3 Will Goggin
Springvale Dolly

Leigh Foster
Woodview Bracksy

Leigh Foster
Woodview

Bracksy

Nick Andersen
Bamba Mouse

4 Will Goggin
Vaimari Bec

Todd Kissick
Mianga Shirley

Linda Dening
Springvale Ren

Hugh Williams
Te Rata Andy

5 Craig Goggin
Springvale Carl

Linda Dening
Springvale Ren

Andrew Kershaw 
Roseona D

6 Craig Goggin
Vaimari Trixie

Andrew Kershaw 
Roseona D

7 Andrew Kershaw 
Roseona D

AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL FIELD DAYS SHEEPDOG TRIAL (Judge Mr Ed Mulry)

MONARO SHEEPDOG TRIAL CHAMPIONSHIP (Judge: Mr Liam Cotter; Sarah Sydrych - Encourage final )
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Council Notes... 
A short summary of things discussed at recent Council Meetings. Minutes of meetings are
available to members on request. We rely on our members to let us know if there are topics or
ideas that you’d like us to consider - feel free to get in touch with any of the council members,
or send your thoughts to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com. 

2027 Supreme Planning 
NSW is due to host the Supreme in 2027 – it
seems a long way away now, but it will sneak up
on us very quickly! We know there is a huge
amount of effort required to host the Supreme so
we have started planning to ensure we can host
an unforgettable event (for all the right reasons!). 
What we’re doing... 

 compiling a list of potential locations, benefits
and constraints of each site (access, camping
facilities and amenities, sheep supply and
yarding, exercise areas for dogs) 
considering dates that will align with the test
to be held in NZ (allowing for vetting of dogs
etc), so we can make tentative ground
bookings sooner rather than later. 

We’re keen to draw on experience and
conversations with our broader member base
and other state associations to find what has
worked in the past and what could be done
differently.  If you have thoughts you’d like to
share on your last trip to a Supreme, or what
you’d like to see at a NSW Supreme, please send
them through to
nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com 

NEW!!! Online forms available 
Similar to the online membership application/
renewal form and the event membership form
that available via our website, there are 2 NEW
forms now accessible if you prefer not to
download paper copies! 
Dog Registrations and Transfers (combined in
one form) can now be completed online and
submitted straight to our amazing Registrar, Ann.
Clubs can also complete their affiliation form
online for submission direct to our wonderful
treasurer Vickie. 
Both forms are available under Downloads on the
website - and of course the paper version is still
there if needed!

Website Events Display is a bit skewed
You might have noticed the events display on our
website has been a bit skewed lately. There are a
few hiccups in the background resulting from a
retired plug in. We are working to resolve the
issue and ensure events are up and running for
the start of the 2026 Trial season. 
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General Reminders

When you are entering a trial, please ensure you
send all entry forms and enquiries directly to the
Trial Committee.

REMINDER TO ALL CLUB SECRETARIES
Please ensure that when receiving entries all
dogs have registered numbers. If in doubt, please
phone the Registrar, Ann Moy.
Event Membership forms
Please remember to send through any event
membership forms for your trial. The form is
available from our Treasurer via
nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com or on our website. 

NSWSDWI Trial Timer
We know a number of trial committees have trial
timers that are aging, and maybe not as reliable
as they once were. We’ve also found that its very
difficult to find a company that makes timers
suitable for our sport. So, NSWSDWI has
commissioned a new timer for the Association – it
can be provided with the live scores laptop and
has a ‘remote’ so the judge can start the timer
themselves, even from a distance, without
tripping over cables!
Transport of the timer to each trial will be the
responsibility of the trial committees. Contact
the previous trial to arrange collection of the
timer for your trial 

LIVE SCORES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL
TRIALS
If your trial committee would like to post live
scores during your trial, please get in touch with
NSWSDWI Council. We have a laptop available,
with modem provided, so your fellow trialers
can follow the scores as they happen. 
We can also provide templates for the draw,
which have options of determining rank and
finals for the competition and can provide
technical support during your trial if there are
any issues. If you have any questions, chat to
someone from NSWSDWI council. 

Support for NSW trials.
We are compiling a suite of useful documents
for reference by trial committees looking to
start / resume or add to their trial. These
documents will be available on the website and
we are adding to them regularly. If there’s
something your club needs, please get in touch
and we’ll see what we can come up with!
REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS
When making a deposit to the NSWSDWI
account – whether its registration fees,
membership, affiliation etc – PLEASE ensure
you include your SURNAME & what the
payment is for!!! This will ensure we don’t miss
your payment. Any questions, please contact
the Treasurer nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com. 
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Hypro Group Loyalty Program
Hypro Group has launched a loyalty program as an
exclusive to members of State working sheepdog
Associations. Hypro has been a huge supporter of
sheepdog trials, including NSWSDWI and are keen to
continue our strong relationship by providing benefits
to members. 
The program allows members to purchase Hypro
products at discounted prices from local suppliers via a
loyalty card system. 
This program is based on a Cash Back Reward system. 

Cash Back is for product purchased IN STORE ONLY
20% Cash Back for FIRST order through the Loyalty
Program
10% Cash Back on the following purchases through
the Loyalty Program
Claimant MUST be a member of the NSWSDWI

All NSWSDWI members will soon be receiving a Loyalty
Card, which has been assigned to you so please don’t
pass it on. If you do not wish to be sent a card, please
get in touch with nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com by 19
December 2025.

NSWSDWI would like to extend our sympathies to our members and
friends who have lost a loved one recently 
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10.04.1986 – 11.11.2025
‘Not just a farrier…’



Key Dates Requirement for Compliance

24 October
2024

Number of breeding female dogs on
a premises capped 

21 November
2024

Mandatory cap of 20 female dogs
that are over 6 months of age and
not desexed

1 December
2025

Mandatory breeder identification
number (BIN) required for all persons
breeding dogs
Includes verification of eligibility
criteria

Lifetime

Lifetime breeding limits will apply for
female dogs, with a maximum of five
litters in total during their lifetime,

OR up to three caesarean litters with
veterinarian approval, whichever

occurs first

1 December
2029

Mandatory compliance with the
Animal Welfare Code of Practice will
apply to all dog breeders regardless
of whether the breeding was
intentional or otherwise, or for fee or
reward. 
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“A WORKING DOG”
Shared by Leigh Foster

I’ve seen the waves of Bondi Beach
And the rock of Uluru
The Gold Coast surfers
And the Sydney Harbour Zoo

I’ve read the works of Shakespeare
And seen Picasso’s paint
The sounds of concert pianists
And heard the bagpipes quaint.

And all of these have thrilled me,
But nothing could compare
With watching herding dogs a-working
With short or longer hair.

There’s magic in each movement
That Mozart never had
And beauty in each turn
That makes my heart feel glad.

There’s science in each answer
Of every whistled tone,
That Newton never thought of
Nor ever was he shown

There’s feeling in the handling
That only poets know,
Or men that work with stock dogs
And feel the teamwork grow.

Wherever life may take you
In sunshine or in fog,
You’ll never quite forget it
When once you’ve worked a dog

NSW Breeding Laws

Penalties apply for Non Compliance
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Compulsory Liability Clause – Insurance 2025/6

All Trial Entry Forms will have the following liability clause noted due to our new Insurance
regulations.

By submitting this entry form to CLUB NAME, I, COMPETITOR NAME Acknowledge that working
with sheep may put me at risk of illness or injury and that in attending this trial, I accept that I
may be injured from both foreseen and unforeseen events associated with working sheep and
dogs. I will not hold CLUB NAME and STATE BODY NAME, the committee or any members of the
association responsible for any illness or injury that may occur as a direct or indirect result of
attending this trial. The handler/owner of the dog certifies that the entered dog is not a hazard to
persons, stock or property. 

Signature: ................................................................................ 

Date: .................................................

Event Checklist
As part of our new insurance regulations, each trial committee is to complete an Event Checklist,
and retain on file for future reference. If you have not received an Event Checklist, or any of the
other insurance documents, please contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com 
Forms and information are also available on the ASDWA Website.

Thank you for reading!
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