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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

We are over halfway through the year with a lot of trials having been run. 

Congratulations to all the winners and place getters and a really big thankyou 

to all the committees for putting in the massive efforts for organising and 

running these trials. A special thank you to Amy and Ryann Redmond for 

running Coolah Trial for the first time this year. 

I'd like to also send a big thankyou to all the judges, it's a big commitment 

and it's great to see a number of new judges stepping up and doing a great 

job. 

With the Supreme coming up in August I'd like to wish Paul ,Mick and Jess 

the very best of luck in the Ted Gaby, I’m sure they will do NSW proud. Good 

luck to all our members making the massive trip to the West. 

As you probably all know Kyleigh does an amazing job of making me look like 

I know what I'm doing, but I'd like to congratulate her on being chosen to 

Judge this year’s Supreme, which I believe makes her the first female to do 

so, well done and I know you will do a great job. 

Good luck to all, enjoy trialling, help where you can and always be respectful 

of others. 

 

 

  

  

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
NSWSDWI would like to 

welcome all our new members. 

We hope that you enjoy trialling  

REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are 
entering a dog that is not owned by 

you, you must include “owned by” and 
“worked by” on the entry form. 

 
Please ensure that when entering trials, 

all dogs have a registered number – 
‘pending’ is not acceptable. Contact the 

Registrar to request a registration 
number.  

ularabcollies@bigpond.com 
 No Registration number, no 

entry  
(dogs of event members excepted) 

 

 

 

Will Goggin 

President - NSWSDWI  
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VALE, LAURIE SLATER 

It is with immense sadness that we announce the passing of Laurie Slater on 

Saturday 28 June 2025. Most of you would know Laurie as one of the largest 

characters in sheepdog trialling. His superb stockmanship was unrivalled and 

evident every time he walked onto a trial ground, and his ability to turn the 

unruliest of sheep into 'pet lambs' as he made his way around the course was 

legendary. 

Laurie's cheeky humour kept everyone laughing, but his generosity in sharing 

his knowledge and tips was instrumental in many trialling careers. 

Our thoughts are with his family, friends and loved ones.  

Celebrate the life that Laurie crafted and lived to its fullest. 

 

 

 

Laurie’s family has also paid tribute:  

Our world has been completely shattered when our father Laurie Slater 

passed away at 91 on Saturday.  

A well-known personality of Murrumbateman in his day, an Australian 

stockman and more famous for being a champion sheepdog trialer.  

He was so much to so many, and we acknowledge his passing is a huge 

loss to not just our family but to the sheepdog association and all those 

who had the great privilege of knowing and loving this amazing man 

throughout his life.  

FINANCIAL LIFE MEMBERS 

Did you know we have a membership category known as “Financial Life Member’? Wondering what this category means?  

Back in the early 1990’s, members were offered the opportunity to ‘purchase’ membership rather than pay an annual fee. 

Financial Life Members provided a much-needed cash injection to the Association at the time – up to 90 members took up 

this option, paying a fee of $200 which provided a buffer to the Association accounts. They are entitled to the same 

benefits as individual members – they receive our newsletter, have voting rights at our AGM and participate in sheepdog 

trials (but are required to pay the levy to the Australian Sheepdog Workers Association if they’re trialling) and maintain 

the high standards of sportsmanship demonstrated by members of NSW Sheepdog Workers Association at events.  

We are now in a very good financial position, so it’s unlikely the FLM option will be offered in future, but if there does 

come a need, at least we’ll know what it means to be a FLM.  

However, during a recent audit we identified that our financial life membership list has not been adequately maintained; 

therefore, members have not been receiving correspondence from the Association. We offer an unreserved apology for this 

oversight to all FLMs affected and look forward to your continued involvement with NSW Sheepdog Workers Association.  



3 | P a g e  
 

Pedigrees and Registrations  

Whether you’re a breeder, handler, or enthusiast, pedigrees offer valuable insights into the genetics and backgrounds of 

our remarkable dogs. It is therefore imperative that our records are accurate, and information provided by our members 

when registering a litter, pup or dog is correct to the best of their knowledge. We know mistakes happen, but knowingly 

registering a litter with incorrect parentage can significantly disrupt the lineage behind quality working dog bloodlines. 

This can inadvertently result in transfer of (potentially undesirable) genetic conditions to future generations.  

If you have any questions about registration of your next litter, or have purchased a dog and want to find out if their 

parents are registered working dogs, you can search the Pedigrees 

Database, or contact our sensational Registrar, Ann Moy.  

Pedigree of Grassvalley Moss error 

An error has been identified in a pedigree for Grassvalley Moss in our 

data base. The correct pedigree should read as per the image. Please 

contact Ann (ularabcollies@bigpond.com) if you would like your 
existing pedigree updated.  

Ann Moy 

Registrar 

Pedigrees Database is back!  

The Pedigrees database is back up and running!  Pedigrees - NSWSDWI | New South Wales Sheepdog Workers Inc 

We have combined the database with QWSDA, and the pedigree search function is now restricted to members (of NSW 

and QLD).  

 You will need to create an account on first use.  

 Please allow up to 24 hrs for your account to be activated (as it's currently done manually) 

 Please use the email address you provided with your membership of NSWSDWI for ease of verification  

Non-members will be granted one search before they are required to join the association to access further pedigrees.  

Should you have any questions, please contact Ann Moy or nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com in the first instance. If we 

can't fix it, we'll find someone who can!  

Seeking clubs to run a Trans Tasman trial for 2026 

We are seeking interest from clubs willing to host a Trans Tasman event before July 2026 to host the Selection trial, or 

potentially a Selection Trial Series if there are multiple clubs interested. If your club is willing to host the trial (support 

from NSW council is available) please get in touch via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com or contact Will Goggin to discuss.  

BREEDING LAWS IN NSW HAVE CHANGED 

Changes to dog breeding laws | Office of Local Government 

On 21 November 2024, new laws came into effect to strengthen puppy and dog welfare across the state by implementing a 

range of measures to ban puppy farming. These measures lay out a robust and modernised regulatory system for all 

breeders to deliver good animal welfare without imposing undue regulatory burden on legitimate breeders. 

TheௗPrevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1979ௗ (POCTAA) and theௗCompanion Animals Act 1998ௗ have been amended 

relating to dog breeding and the advertising of dogs for sale or transfer, and other related purposes. This includes a 
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mandatory breeder identification number, a cap on the number of breeding female adult dogs, and lifetime breeding 

limits.  

 

Key Dates Requirements for compliance 
24 October 
2024 

 Number of breeding female dogs on a premise capped  

21 November 
2024  

 any new premises is subject to a mandatory cap of 20 female dogs that are over 6 
months of age and not rendered permanently inferƟle (i.e. desexed).   

1 December 
2025 

Cap on maximum number of female adult dogs 
 breeders with more than 20 female adult dogs on their premises will not be in breach of 

the cap, as long as they do not exceed the number of female adult dogs they had on 24 
October 2024.  

 Breeders submiƫng a temporary exempƟon applicaƟon must provide evidence to the 
Office of Local Government to support their exempƟon request 

 breeders who have a valid exempƟon from the Office of Local Government must meet 
certain condiƟons, including submiƫng an annual breeding report 

Mandatory breeder identification number  
 All persons breeding dogs must obtain a mandatory breeder idenƟficaƟon number (BIN) 

to increase transparency of the sector and assist people acquiring a puppy to purchase 
from an ethical breeder. A BIN is issued free of charge when you create a breeder profile 
on the NSW Pet Registry 

Limited exemptions apply e.g. rehoming organisations caring for a surrendered pregnant dog, 
farmers breeding working dogs that will remain on their land. 

Advertising requirements  

 Strengthened adverƟsing requirements for the sale or transfer of dogs come into effect, 
and certain idenƟficaƟon informaƟon to be disclosed prior to the sale or transfer of dogs 
born on 1 December 2025 or aŌer.  

Breeders will no longer be able to use their recognised breeder number from their dog breeding 
association as identification. 

Lifetime 
Lifetime breeding limits 

 LifeƟme breeding limits will apply for female dogs, with a maximum of five liƩers in total 
during their lifeƟme, OR up to three caesarean liƩers with veterinarian approval, 
whichever occurs first. 

1 December 
2029  

 mandatory compliance with the Animal Welfare Code of PracƟce will apply to all dog 
breeders regardless of whether the breeding was intenƟonal or otherwise, or for fee or 
reward.   

 PENALTIES APPLY FOR NON-COMPLIANCE. 
 

Animal Welfare code of practice 

Anyone involved in breeding cats and dogs for fee or reward must understand and follow the obligations in the Animal 

Welfare Code of Practice - Breeding dogs and cats. 

Visit the NSW Pet Registry site (www.petregistry.olg.nsw.gov.au/breeders)  to obtain your Breeder Identification Number 

(it’s really easy) and understand your obligations if you are breeding pups.  
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HYPRO GROUP LOYALTY PROGRAM 

Hypro Group is launching a loyalty program as an exclusive to members of 

State working sheepdog Associations. Hypro has been a huge supporter of 

sheepdog trials, including NSWSDWI and are keen to continue our strong 

relationship by providing benefits to members.  

The program allows members to purchase Working Dog and Game On at 

discounted prices from local suppliers via a loyalty card system. This 

program not only extends Hypro's support to our members that may not be 
able to secure the biscuits at the trial and also in between trials but will also 

assist them with getting some retail information around different areas. 

This program is based on a Cash Back Reward system. So please note the following points. 

- Cash Back is for product purchased IN STORE ONLY 
- 20% Cash Back for FIRST order through the Loyalty Program 
- 10% Cash Back on the following purchases through the Loyalty Program 
- Claimant MUST be a member of the NSWSDWI 

How will it work? 

- Purchase your DOGPRO Plus product (Working Dog Plus AND Game On) from the local store at normal price. 
- Take a photograph of your receipt accompanied by the Loyalty Program Card 
- Email the photo directly to Alison.Burrell@hypro.group with your Bank details for Cash Back 
- By claiming the Cash Back from Hypro, it means the stores profits are not affected and helps the sheepdog 

community in that area. 

Refer to the letter that has been sent out to members (or contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com if you need a copy) for 

further details and contact Alison Burrell (Alison.Burrell@hypro.group) to arrange your loyalty card.  

This is a great initiative from Hypro Group and we encourage all members to continue supporting our relationship.  

ATTENTION TRIAL SECRETARIES 

We will be changing the way we do things a little bit going forward. Each club will receive the following each year: 

 AffiliaƟon Fee Invoice and Form to be filled in and returned. 
 Invoice for $120 for clubs OR invoice for $70 for each AssociaƟon/Society (must provide a copy of exisƟng Public 

Liability Insurance). 
 Invoice to the value of $360 (or $350 if Hypro Premium selected) for sale of Hypro dog food to fund the Supreme 

Australian Sheepdog Championships. 

These invoices will be issued shortly for the remainder of 2025 and at the beginning of the year going forward into 

2026.  You may choose to pay them up front or by their due date which will be the week before your trial 

commences.  Please note that NSWSDWI has an Operating Account as well as a Supreme Funds account and as such the 

account details for deposit will differ on each invoice. 

Club Secretaries are also reminded that a list of Event Members as well as any Event Membership monies collected by 

your club with entries will need to be transferred to NSWSDWI on completion of your trial. 

Vickie Priestley 

Treasurer, NSWSDWI 
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NSW REPRESENTATIVES 2025  

The 2025 NSW Selection Trial was held in conjunction with the 
Bungendore & Districts Trans Tasman Sheepdog Trial in May 

(without the snow this time) under the watchful eyes of 4 of our 

esteemed Trans-Tasman Judges. Results were close, and we have 

selected a fantastic team blending experience and enthusiasm to 

represent our state in August in WA. Congratulations on your 

selection, and best of luck at the Supreme.  

Paul Darmody, Mick Hudson & Jess Kimpton will be representing 

NSW in the Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge in Northam, WA in 

August  

 

 

Well-deserved recognition for Kyleigh Victory 

(image credit: Carmela Taylor) 

Our very own Kyleigh Victory has been chosen to judge the Open at the Supreme 

Australian Championships in Northam WA in August this year. We believe 

Kyleigh will be the first woman in the history of the ASDWA Supreme to judge. 

With seven years of trialling experience and three years as a judge, Kyleigh has 

already made her mark on the national stage. Kyleigh judged her first (Encourage) 

trial at Moulamein in 2022. In 2024 she judged the Maiden at the National 

Sheepdog Championships and the Novice at the NSW State Championships. This 

was followed in 2025 as judge of the Ross Dodge Open and Vet Group Improver at 
the Australian Sheepdog Championships (Koroit) and the Open / Improver Trial 

at Benalla. It is a testament to Kyleigh's ability and application that she has risen 

to the rank of open judge in such a short space of time. 

Kyleigh won the NSW Rookie of the Year in 2021.  Kyleigh’s trialling achievements 
include a neat run to win the Encourage competition at Monaro Sheepdog Trial 

Championships in 2019; first place in the Farmers Trial at the Commonwealth 

Championships, Port Fairy (2022) with her highest score so far; and taking out 

first place at the 2025 Bungendore Trans-Tasman Improver Trial with a 2-yr old 

bitch that Kyleigh bred and trained.  

Kyleigh is the President of the Bungendore and District Sheepdog Association (BADSA). She has held the NSW Secretary 

role on the NSWSDWI Council for 4 years and has taken this role to a whole new level with quiet efficiency and 

progressive innovations.  Not satisfied with this, Kyleigh can be found helping in some capacity at pretty much every trial 

she attends.   

We in NSW are extremely proud of Kyleigh and know she will represent us with the same high standard she does 

everything.  Well done, Kyleigh, we hope you have an amazing time in the West. 
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NOW, HERE’S AN IDEA OR TWO ….  

Our members are full of great ideas! Take the Phantom sheepdog trial fundraiser, and 

the NSWSDWI Shirt draw as a token of our thanks. These ideas have come from our 

membership base, and we are always keen to hear more!  

We also want to give members the opportunity to input into ideas – sometimes a good 

idea just needs a bit of a tweak to become a great idea, or we might want to trial an 

idea to see if it works or leads to an improvement in something we’re already doing.  

If you have an idea (or even the beginning of one), send it through and we’ll publish it in the newsletter to see what 

conversation is started! Members can provide their input via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com and we’ll provide updates 

in future issues. Comments can be kept confidential if preferred.  

(Whether you agree with an idea or not, please keep all comments respectful – it’s not easy to speak up in front of a critical 

audience!!) 

Encouraging thoughts for Encourage Workers 

After the discussion at the last AGM in Molong regarding Encourage Workers, Council offered to look at the issue and 

respond. 

Definition in the NSW rules No 34. 

An encourage worker is a worker who has never won an affiliated maiden or novice or better in New South Wales or 
any other state or Territory of Australia, (maximum of 3 encourage and/or Farmers Trial wins). An encourage worker 
may be allowed to work one dog, improver or better in an encourage trial and as many novice dogs as they like. Each 
encourage handler can only win one encourage trial 

a) per improver or open dog; or  
b) Novice dog not owned by the encourage worker  

to a maximum of three wins.    

An encourage worker can win more than one or all their 3 Encourage trials with a Novice dog/dogs that are registered in their name 

The introduction of the Encourage Worker has been very successful “encouraging” new workers entering the sport. At 

most trials the Encourage Worker is able to have an extra run to gain confidence and skill. Due to the recent growing 

numbers of Encourage Workers, some Clubs are struggling to find the time needed to get through large encourage entries 

and in some cases this can impact other rings. 

Below are a number of suggestions for Clubs if they are struggling in this area. 

1) Combine the Encourage and Novice as one run. If the dog crosses, the score for the Novice run is removed and the 
worker retains the Encourage score. This will require the score cards to be marked clearly with Novice & 
Encourage for Judges comprehension. 

2) If a separate Encourage ring is run, limit the number of dogs per worker Eg. Encourage workers have a maximum 
of 2 dogs in the Encourage ring. (Other dogs owned by the worker may be entered in other rings Eg. 
Novice/Improver/Open, subject to individual Trial Rules) 

3) A draw or running order can be applied to the Encourage Trial for ease of management. 
4) Run all dogs to class. 

Council also had a discussion regarding Encourage numbers and the idea of changing rules etc to bring numbers down. 

We concluded that Encourage Workers should be able to stay in the class until they have broken their status. The 
suggestions above should give the Clubs solutions to problems they may be experiencing. 

We recommend revisiting the issue in 6 to 8 months to see if further discussion/changes need to be made. 

NSW Council 
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FROM THE JUDGES PANEL 

Welcome to the Winding Pegs 

On a NSW course after leaving the delivery square and setting off on the course, the first negotiating point to encounter is 

the first winding peg. Don’t worry, the second winding peg is no different, but both must be passed correctly to be allowed 

to continue to the first obstacle. 

Correctly negotiating the winding pegs- 

The handler and all three sheep must pass the winding peg on their left shoulder and pass the balance marker to have 

completed the turn around the peg. If the sheep pass the peg on their right shoulder, they must be unwound. The 

BALANCE MARKER is the point that runs directly through the winding peg back to the casting peg. The balance marker 
also runs all the way to the fence, so when unwinding, if the sheep are outside the corridor and have been unwound in the 

correct direction, the handler may continue along the course. 

Describing this for a judge, it may be helpful to think as a competitor. If your sheep have gone off course when 

approaching the winding peg it would probably be better to stop and unwind from there. Why? It is easier to unwind at 

that point instead of unwinding from the next peg.  

Think about judging now, at a minimum, unwinding could cost 3 points, walking to the next winding peg without 

unwinding the first peg will mean the handler has walked away from the sheep costing more points for leaving them 

behind (not to mention risking a potential cross while trying remedy the situation!). 

QUESTION: What happens if the sheep run around in the wrong direction more than once? 

ANSWER: they must be unwound ONCE. All three sheep must pass the peg on their left shoulder and pass the balance 

marker to be considered unwound (I have seen people unwind and start walking before the sheep have passed the balance 

point only to have one sheep duck back around the peg on the wrong side and now must try to unwind from the next peg). 

Let’s talk lost points: 

 For the handler stopping- 1 point 
 For the sheep being off course- minimum 1point 
 Having to bring the sheep back over worked ground- 1 point 

So, a minimum of 3 points for unwinding. If the sheep run all over the shop it may start costing more points. Remember, 

the further they run away from the handler every 8 metres will cost a point.  

However, this is different to stopping and the sheep being off course (on the inside of the handler) but then being brought 

back on course before passing the peg on the wrong side, this would only be 2 points. 

For new judges or handlers, the winding pegs start to get confusing, but don’t panic, keep the sheep on your right-hand 

side and all will be ok. Seriously though, any questions contact the Judge’s Panel or your favourite judge to get your head 

around unwinding. 

  

Judges Panel Email Address 
The NSW Judges Panel has a new email address!! They can now be 

contacted via NSWJudgesPanel@gmail.com.  
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TRIAL RESULTS 

Thank you to all competitors (and supporters) who attended NSW Sheepdog Trials hosted over the past few months. 

Congratulations to all the winners & placegetters.  

Murrurundi Willowtree Sheepdog Trial (Judges: Mr Barry Knight, Ms Jackie Cantrall, Mr K Robinson)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bungendore & Districts Sheepdog Association Trans Tasman  (Judges: Mr Mick Hudson, Mr Will Goggin, Mr Peter 

Oxley, Mr Paul Darmody, Mr Jon Cantrall, Ms Kyleigh Victory) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Willa Walla (Wallabadah) Sheepdog Trial  (Judge: Mr Andrew Heath) 

 Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Nelly 

Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Mick Hudson 
Borrona Maisie 

Neil Fabian 
Wirchilleba Beau 

2 Ryann Redmond  
Flowers Eagle 

Jackie Cantrall 
Roseona Kaska 

Mick Hudson 
MGH Nicky 

Ellen Vaughan 
Kerrs Tilly  

3 Ryann Redmond 
RAR Burrs 

Ann Leonard 
Bad Boy Winx 

Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Colt 

Annette Outtrim 
My Mountain Luna 

4 Douglas Taylor 
Borrona Dallas 

Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Elkie 

Douglas Taylor 
Borrona Shine 

Mark McCormack 
Kil kenny Rip 

5. Leigh Foster 
Me Mate Maude 

Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep The Dude 
(owned M Brand) 

Mick Hudson 
MGH Heidi  

 

 Mick Hudson 
Echo Park Mel 

Amy Redmond 
Baramu Buttons 

Peter Oxley 
Rivlin Hatty 

 

place Open Improver Novice 

1 Mick Hudson 
MGH Rabbit 

Kyleigh Victory 
Kirkvale Niamh 

Alison Burrell 
Illoura Sam 

2 Mick Hudson  
MGH Rosie 

Kyleigh Victory 
Wynella Patch 

Kyleigh Victory 
Kirkvale Niamh 

3 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Trixie 

Peter Oxley 
Rivlin Hatty 

Kyleigh Victory 
Wynella Patch 

4 Paul Darmody  
Zeefree Troy 

Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot 

Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot 

5 Jess Kimpton 
Newcomen Stitch 

Jon Cantrall 
Wongaburra Boots 

Laura McKillop 
East Kurrajong Faith 

6. Will Goggin 
Bredbo Scooter 

  

7. Mick Hudson 
MGH Daisy  
Peter Oxley 
Rivlin Murphyt 

  

9. Paul Darmody 
Zeefree Marlon   

10. Will Goggin 
Vaimari Bec 

  

place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Leigh Foster 
Me Mate Maude 

Ken Robinson 
Nobleheir Jam 

Maree Moran 
Toolangie Queen 

Sue Carroll 
Toolangie Finn 

2 Douglas Taylor 
MGH Jackie 

Sarah Sydrych 
Riverbourne Abi 

Jane Eveleigh 
Hiltons Izzy 

John Reedy 
Annaway Jackman 
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Finley Sheepdog Trial (Judges: Mr Norm Severs, Ms Sarah Sydrych, Ms Linda Dening) 

 

Bungendore Novice & Encourage Sheepdog Trials (Judges: Ms J Cantrall / Ms S Sydrych; Ms L Dening / Ms E 

Moriarty ) 

 

Sydney Sheepdog Trial (Judges: Ms Eileen Moriarty, Ms Laura McKillop) 

3 Ken Robinson 
Nobleheir Jam 

Sarah Sydrych 
Wondara Ruby II 

Ken Robinson 
Nobleheir Jam 

Mark Hassall 
Stockmans Sophie 

4 Sarah Sydrych 
Riverbourne Abi 

Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot 

Sarah Sydrych 
Wondara Ruby II 

John Reedy 
Antarn Bear 

5 Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Nelly 

Jane Eveleigh 
Hiltons Izzy 

Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot 

Nathan Brown 
Buckol Megan 

6. Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot  

John Reedy 
Annaway Jackman  

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Will Goggin 
Bredbo Scooter 

Ryann Redmond 
Croxon Thorne 

Pip Hudson 
Echo Park Gyp 

Josh Everingham 
Bonny 

2 Tony Elliott 
Ok Indiana Buckles 

Will Goggin 
Springvale Dolly 

Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Spot 

Wally Hazlett 
Kesslers Troy 

3 Brett Smith 
Cooks Jake 

Dave Lacey 
Akoonah Roxie 

Douglas Taylor 
Borrona Shine 

Grace Garner 
Doongara Billy 

4 Tony Elliott 
Gundagai Luke 

Paul Darmody 
Wynella Gristle 

Brett Smith 
McConnells Sky 

 

5 
Pip Hudson  
Hudsons Darby 

Kerrie Pollock  
Shadowvale Ike 

Jess Macleod 
Freeway Que 
Ryann Redmond 
Croxon Thorne 

 

6. John Tuddenham 
Belmonte Skippa 

Amy Redmond 
Baramu Buttons 

 
 

Place Novice Encourage   Novice Encourage 

 TRIAL 1 TRIAL 2 

1 Will Goggin 
Springvale Dolly 

Tracey Lindsay 
Wongaburra Lace 

Craig Goggin 
Springvale Carlos 

EllenVaughan 
Kerrs Tilly 

2 Jon Cantrall 
Wongaburra Boots 

Tracey Lindsay 
Wongaburra Steevie 

Jon Cantrall 
Wongaburra Boots 

Tsuey Hui 
Quickstep Don Quixote 

3 Craig Goggin 
Springvale Carlos 

EllenVaughan 
Kerrs Tilly 

Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Muppet 

Sue Carroll 
Toolangie Finn 

4 Eileen Moriarty 
Riverbourne Aggy  Scott Campbell 

Wynella Scuppers 
EllenVaughan 
Hiltons Kopper 

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Douglas Taylor 
MGH Jackie 

Andrew Heath 
Te Rata Len 

Greg Walton 
Ramulam Gus 

Ann Sant 
Nilran Ruby 

2 
Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Nelly 

Laura McKillop 
Millison Park Tide (owned C 
Egan) 

Andrew Heath 
Te Rata Meg 

Robert Heath 
Te Rata Meg (owned A 
Heath) 
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Coolah  Sheepdog Trial (Judge: Mr John Blackburn) 

 

Dog, Handler & Rookie of the Year 2025 

This year’s points for Dog, Handler & Rookie of the Year are available via our website on the Results page. Like live 
scoring, they are updated after each trial as an ongoing tally for each competitor and dog. Please contact Tegan Perry 

(teganperry@yahoo.com.au) for further information.  

COUNCIL NOTES 

A short summary of things discussed at recent Council Meetings. Minutes of meetings are available to members on 

request. We rely on our members to let us know if there are topics or ideas that you’d like us to consider -  feel free to get 

in touch with any of the council members, or send your thoughts to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com.  

3 Leigh Foster 
Me Mate Maude 

Leigh Foster 
Woodview Bracksy 

Leigh Foster 
Woodview Bracksy 

Ellen Vaughan 
Kerrs Tilly 

4 Mick Hudson 
MGH Rosie 

Paul Darmody 
Wynella Gristle 

Laura McKillop 
Millison Park Tide 
(owned C Egan) 

Robert Heath. 
Braziers Bronte 

5 Mick Hudson 
MGH Rabbit 

Ellen Vaughan  
Kerss Tilly 

Mick Hudson 
MGH Nicky 

 

6. Paul Darmody 
Wynella Gristle 

John Reedy 
Annaway Jackman 

Vickie Priestley 
Gibsons Cap 

 

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 

Mick Hudson 
Echo Park Mel 

Mick Hudson 
MGH Snip 

Leigh Foster 
Balla Park Chloe 

Douglas Taylor 
MGH Bindi 

Daniel Eveleigh 
Cleo 

2 
 Daniel Eveleigh 

Cleo 
Maree Moran 
Kildare Trigger 

Nicholas Anderson 
Cullinga Jimmy 

3 Douglas Taylor 
MGH Tarra 

Amy Redmond 
Grammer Valley Oadie 

Leigh Foster 
Balla Park Chloe 

Nicholas Anderson 
Cullinga Harper 

4 Douglas Taylor 
MGH Jackie 

Julie Ann Sanderson 
Trinity Jatz Cracker 

Daniel Eveleigh 
Cleo 

Annette Outtrim 
My Mountain Luna 

5 Ryann Redmond 
Croxon Thorne 

Justin Lawman 
MGH Conan 

Julie Ann Sanderson 
Trinity Jatz Cracker 

 

6. Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Pip Hudson 
Echo Park Gyp 

Justin Lawman 
MGH Conan 

 

7 Maree Moran 
Toolangie Queen   

 

U/P 

  

Justin Lawman 
Kyloe Snow 

Amy Redmond 
Grammer Valley Oadie 
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Support for establishing a new trial 

It can be daunting to launch a new sheepdog trial, especially for those unfamiliar with the ‘background’ effort that is 

required – affiliations, booking grounds, arranging sheep (and cartage), finding enough space for camping and exercising 

dogs. We also know a new trial committee requires funds to get started and be in a position to secure a lot of the 

requirements above. NSW Council is keen to support those interested in hosting a 3 sheep trial, so we have agreed that for 
the first time a new trial is held, we will cover the $360 contribution to the Supreme fund, IF the trial committee has 

elected to accept sponsorship from the Hypro Group agreement. We can also provide support with seeking out funding 

grants and preparation of applications.  

For more information, contact NSW Council at nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com.  

Supreme Australian Sheepdog Championship 2027 – Planning is underway 

NSW is due to host the Supreme in 2027 – it seems a long way away now, but it will sneak up on us very quickly! We know 

there is a huge amount of effort required to host the Supreme so we have started planning to ensure we can host an 

unforgettable event (for all the right reasons!). We are compiling a list of potential locations, benefits and constraints of 

each site (access, camping facilities and amenities, sheep supply and yarding, exercise areas for dogs etc) and starting to 

look at dates so we can make tentative ground bookings sooner rather than later. We have some amazing members with 
experience of hosting trials, larger events and the previous Supreme in 2018 and we’ll draw on that experience (and 

conversations with our broader member base and other state associations) to find what has worked in the past and what 

could be done differently. Stay tuned for more updates as we work through the planning process.  

Hypro Group’s Dog Pro Loyalty Club  

This has been a fantastic offer from our major sponsor, Hypro Group and we encourage all members to support the 
company that supports our trials, whilst keeping your dogs in top condition. Details of the program are included earlier in 

this newsletter, and have been posted on our Facebook page but if you have any questions about the program please 

contact Alison ((Alison.Burrell@hypro.group) and to arrange your loyalty card 

Thank you to John, Alison and the team at Hypro Group for your continued support and involvement in 3 sheep trialling 

in NSW, and across Australia.  

NSW Breeding Laws have changed 

Changes to breeding of dogs in NSW have changed – these changes are outlined earlier in this newsletter for your 

convenience but apply to ANYONE breeding dogs within NSW. There are caps on the number of breeding females kept on 

a property, the number of litters a breeding female can have during a lifetime (natural and caesarean) and we are now 

expected to obtain a Breeder Identification Number.  

In light of these changes to breeding laws, we will be adding a requirement to include your Breeder Identification Number 
(BIN) on the Application to Register a Litter form. The form will be updated on our website shortly, and we are 

investigating an online version (similar to the membership forms) to help our members keep track of their puppies!  

NEW MERCHANDISE SUPPLIER 

Looking for some new gear to wear to your next trial? We are excited to announce we’ve signed up with a new 

merchandise supplier, Stitch Em On Embroidery.  
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There will be a range of options available to order with our Association logo including softshell jackets and vests, polo 

shirts, long sleeve shirts, caps and hoodies for those cooler mornings. A price list will be sent out to members, and 

available on the website.  

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming NSW Trials 2025 
**Note some dates may alter slightly depending on 

entries and other events.  

Time to start planning the 2025 Trial Calendar!! 

Please send through your trial dates to 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com to have them included 

on the NSW calendar!  

Entry forms will be emailed to members and posted on 

our Facebook page as they become available.   

Month Trial Dates 
August Tullamore P&H Sheepdog Trial 

Trundle PA & H Sheepdog Trial 
2025 Supreme Australian Championship 
@ Northam, WA 

1-3 
11-12 
23-31 

September Hypro Henty Sheepdog Trial  23-25 
October Central West Championship 

Morongla Sheepdog Trial  
Australian National Field Days Trial  

2-5 
16-19 
23-25 

November Neville Sheepdog Trial @ Carcoar 
Monaro Sheepdog Championship 

7-9 
21-23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ENCOURAGE STATUS 

Congratulations to our Encourage 
members who have recently broken their 
status!  

 Neil Fabian 
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REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are entering a dog that is 

not owned by you, you must include “owned by” and 

“worked by” on the entry form.   

When you are entering a trial, please ensure you send all 

entry forms and enquiries directly to the Trial 

Committee. 

REMINDER TO ALL CLUB SECRETARIES 

Please ensure that when receiving entries all dogs have 

registered numbers. If in doubt, please phone the 

Registrar, Ann Moy. 

EVENT MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
Please remember to send through any event membership 

forms for your trial. The form is available from our 

Treasurer via nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com or on our 

website.  

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS 

When making a deposit to the NSWSDWI account – 

whether its registration fees, membership, affiliation etc 

– PLEASE ensure you include your SURNAME & what 

the payment is for!!!  This will ensure we don’t miss your 

payment. Any questions, please contact the Treasurer 

nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com.  

LIVE SCORES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL TRIALS 

If your trial committee would like to post live scores 

during your trial, please get in touch with NSWSDWI 
Council. We have a laptop available, with modem 

provided, so your fellow triallers can follow the scores as 

they happen.  

We can also provide templates for the draw, which have 

options of determining rank and finals for the 
competition and can provide technical support during 

your trial if there are any issues. If you have any 

questions, chat to someone from NSWSDWI council.  

SUPPORT FOR NSW TRIALS. 

We are compiling a suite of useful documents for 

reference by trial committees looking to start / resume 

or add to their trial. These documents will be available 

on the website and we are adding to them regularly. If 

there’s something your club needs, please get in touch 

and we’ll see what we can come up with! 

NSWSDWI Trial Timer 

We know a number of trial committees have trial timers 

that are aging, and maybe not as reliable as they once 

were. We’ve also found that its very difficult to find a 

company that makes timers suitable for our sport. So, 

NSWSDWI has commissioned a new timer for the 

Association – it can be provided with the live scores 

laptop and has a ‘remote’ so the judge can start the timer 

themselves, even from a distance, without tripping over 

cables! 

Transport of the timer to each trial will be the 
responsibility of the trial committees. Contact the 

previous trial to arrange collection of the timer for your 

trial   
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NSWSDWI would like to extend our sympathies to our members and friends 
who have lost a loved one recently  

Barry Madden 12/11 1934 to 28/4/2025 

Barry Madden was a lifetime resident of Upper Horton, a small village nestled in the 
Horton Valley north west of Tamworth. He was the second of nine children. He left 
the village school at 14 to help his father cutting timber, then went on to become a 
shearer, a well respected 200 a day man, achieving the feat of shearing over 300 

with narrow gear. He worked from Victoria through to Central Queensland. He then became a shearing contractor, 
running sheds across the New England and North West. 

In recent years Barry was best known as the convenor of the Upper Horton 
dog trials which ran from 1987 till 2022. This made Barry possibly the 
longest serving convenor of any dog trial. In 1994 he introduced Arena 
(three sheep trials) to run in conjunction with the yard trials making it an 
event not to be missed. 

Barry was a well respected kelpie breeder who started with his first pup, a 
Karrawarra bred dog in 1966. His Westdale prefix appears directly (sire or 
dam) in the pedigrees of more than twenty studs including Ballydine, 
Lowrey’s, Karrawarra, Peterson’s and Ashville. He is mentioned in Tony 
Parson’s book “The Australian Kelpie” (p243, p248, p253-254) also 
appearing on the front cover of the first edition. He had been a member of 
the Working Kelpie Council since 1974 and registered 219 dogs with them. 
In 2014 the WKC granted him Life Membership. He was noted for his 

generosity to others and honesty by that organization. 

He also ran Westdale Hereford stud on his property, Westdale, in the Courada area as well as on several small blocks 
around the village of Upper Horton. He was a pioneer of working dog schools. In the 1990’s he hosted schools at the Upper 
Horton Sports ground run by trainers such as Garry Milgate, Ian Cox, John Rosten and Ian Berry. 

Barry was a highly regarded judge of yard dog trials, judging the Queensland state Championships in 1991and NSW 
regional championships at Mungindi, Wool Expo (Armidale) and Glenn Innes as well as many other trials. He also 
competed himself with his dogs Reg and Shadow being open trial winners. 

He was one of the early committee members of the NSW Yard Dog Association 
continuing in that role for 11 years until hearing difficulties forced his retirement. 
He was made a Life Member in 2020. He was also made a life member of the 
Upper Horton Sports Club in 1995 for his services to that organization. Very few 
people are honoured with life membership to one organization, let alone three, this 
speaks highly of the man that he was. 

They say that behind every great man there is a great woman. For Barry that was 
Sally who worked with him, cooking for shearing teams and running the canteen at 
the dog trials. They were married for 50 years. Barry is survived by his wife Sally, 
siblings; Kelvin, Janice, Children; Lynn, Shane, Heather and Marianne and grand 
children. 
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COMPULSORY LIABILITY CLAUSE – INSURANCE 2024/25 

 
 
All Trial Entry Forms will have the following liability clause noted due to 
our new Insurance regulations. 
 

By submiƫng this entry form to CLUB NAME, I, COMPETITOR NAME Acknowledge 
that working with sheep may put me at risk of illness or injury and that in aƩending 
this trial, I accept that I may be injured from both foreseen and unforeseen events 
associated with working sheep and dogs. I will not hold CLUB NAME and STATE BODY 
NAME, the commiƩee or any members of the associaƟon responsible for any illness 
or injury that may occur as a direct or indirect result of aƩending this trial. The 
handler/owner of the dog cerƟfies that the entered dog is not a hazard to persons, 
stock or property.  
 
Signature: ................................................................................   

 
Date: ................................................. 
 
Event Checklist 

As part of our new insurance regulations, each trial committee is to 
complete an Event Checklist, and retain on file for future reference. If you 
have not received an Event Checklist, or any of the other insurance 
documents, please contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  
Forms and information are also available on the ASDWA Website.  
 
 

 

 

Contact Us 

NSW Sheepdog Workers Inc 

 
Telephone 0402 143 878  

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

nswsheepdogworkers.org.au 


