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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Happy New Year to one and all! 

Not long now until trialling gets underway again - whether it's a trip to 

Victoria or the National and NSW Championships, it will be here before you 

realise.  

A big thankyou to all the trial committees who ran trials last year, it’s a big 

and most times thankless job. We look forward to a very exciting year of 

trialling, with a couple of new trials on the calendar for the year - Ryann and 

Amy Redmond are planning to run one at Coolah in July and Gulgong Show 

Society are now affiliated as well. It will be great to have them on board.   

With Dog, Handler and Rookie of the Year finalized for 2024,I'd like to 

congratulate MGH Rabbit ,Mick Hudson and Amy Redmond on their wins - a 

great effort by all! 

I'd like to thank the current committee and council for all they've done 

throughout the year, with a special mention to Kyleigh, the work she does as 

Secretary is so far above the job description that she really is the backbone of 

this association,  Kyleigh THANKYOU!  

I'd like to remind you that the committee is voluntary and before you criticize 

our efforts, put your nominations in for next year’s council . 

It's been great to see some new judges coming through the ranks - the more 

we have, the lighter the load for all. On the judges panel I'd like to thank Jon 

Cantrall for running the Judges panel. We will have another meeting in 

January, so if you have any ideas or wishes please talk to a member of the 

panel. 

Looking forward to catching up soon, take care & travel safe. 

 

  

  

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
NSWSDWI would like to 

welcome all our new members. 

We hope that you enjoy trialling  

REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are 
entering a dog that is not owned by 

you, you must include “owned by” and 
“worked by” on the entry form. 

 
Please ensure that when entering trials, 

all dogs have a registered number – 
‘pending’ is not acceptable. Contact the 

Registrar to request a registration 
number.  

ularabcollies@bigpond.com 
 No Registration number, no 

entry  
(dogs of event members excepted) 

 

 

 

Will Goggin 

President - NSWSDWI  
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PHANTOM SHEEPDOG TRIAL 

Thank you so you very much, NSW members!! The Phantom sheepdog 

trial fundraiser, set up to help our wonderful Treasurer, Barb get back on 

her feet following a housefire, has raised a total of $5400!!The support you 

have shown is such a testament to the generosity and sense of community 

within our Association. We know that many more members have donated 

to Barb directly, and we are so grateful for everything you have done! 

Shirt recipients 

As a small token of our appreciation to members, NSWSDWI compiled all 

the ‘entry forms’ received for the Phantom Sheepdog Trial and randomly 

selected 4 forms from the pile. Each of these’ entrants receives a 

NSWSDWI shirt and the recipients are: 

Todd Kissick Fernanda Cabral Diane Evans Tony Chalenor  

These members will select their shirts from the sizes and colours available.  

A message from Barb Kessler 

To members of New South Wales Sheepdog Workers Inc 

I would like to express my sincere thanks all who entered the Phantom Trial, and to Bungendore & Districts Sheepdog 

Association for ‘managing’ the trial. It means a lot to me that so many people care and supported me.  

The cause of the fire is unknown, and I was very lucky to survive with my dogs. I bought a caravan with the Emergency 

Accommodation Grant, which was part of my insurance policy (received 6 weeks after the fire; My neighbour and 

friend Eileen Friend put me up until then). I am settled in the van, and my son Doug has made a floor and screened in 

area.  

I have received donations of household items locally (crockery, cutlery, saucepans, frypans, bedding, towels, 

nonperishable food items, plus numerous other household items (the insurance claim has been settled but I didn’t have 

contents insurance).  

I have signed a contract with Allhomes in Wagga Wagga to purchase a transportable home – it will take about 5 

months as they build it in Wagga then transport it to site.  

Money raised from the trial will go into a bank account I have set up and will go towards furnishings for my new home.  

Once again, thank you for your support. My brain is working ok now, and it is good to feel nearly normal.  

Looking forward to seeing you at trials 

Regards 

Barb  
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NSW Representative Selection – seeking clubs to run a Trans Tasman trial 

The Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge and selection of the Australian Test Team will occur in Northam, WA in August 2025 

when the Western Australian Working Sheep Dog Association hosts the Supreme Australian Working Sheepdog 

Championship. The Australian team will then head to New Zealand to try and retain the Wayleggo Cup.  

We are seeking interest from clubs willing to host a Trans Tasman event before June 2025 to host the Selection trial. If 

your club is willing to host the trial (support from NSW council is available if needed) please get in touch via 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com or contact Will Goggin to discuss.  

WATER FOR DOGS & SHEEP 

As the warmer weather is upon us please remember our dogs have been working hard during 

their runs, and many enjoy a quick dip to cool off when they’ve finished. Remember to put a 

water source at the entry / exit to the trial ground and also at the let out to rehydrate our 

hardworking companions and wily sheep.  

NSWSDWI Trial Timer 

We know a number of trial committees have trial timers that are aging, and maybe not 

as reliable as they once were. We’ve also found that its very difficult to find a company 
that makes timers suitable for our sport. So, NSWSDWI has commissioned a new 

timer for the Association – it can be provided with the live scores laptop and has a 

‘remote’ so the judge can start the timer themselves, even from a distance, without 

tripping over cables! 

Following some negative commentary, NSWSDWI Council has elected to waive the 
$20 hire fee. Transport of the timer to each trial will be the responsibility of the trial 

committees. Contact the previous trial to arrange collection of the timer for your trial   

 

 

Email your thoughts to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  
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NOTES FROM A TRIAL ORGANIZER - TO ALL TRIALLERS…  

Please read the following notes from a Trial Organizer to all triallers - new and experienced alike.  

Filling out your entry form  

 Write clearly  
 Fill in all informaƟon required - name, address, phone, email, dogs name inc prefix and rego number, class, 

clearly state rounds if eligible, don’t forget to sign the waiver  
 Email or post entries - or as per the entry informaƟon request  
 Phone or text (this includes Messenger!) entries are not sufficient - entry form is required to be signed by 

compeƟtor. Unless phone entries are accepted by the trial organizer as per entry informaƟon  
 If you need to be mailed a paper entry, contact the trial organizer before entries are put up so it can be posted 

to you in a Ɵmely manner  
 Late entries will generally not be accepted - just get them in on Ɵme (or early is even beƩer – entering on the 

last day doesn’t mean you will be put later in the Draw!!) 

Paying entries  

 Add entries up and recheck - we all make mistakes someƟmes  
 Put your total clearly on the entry form - it just makes it easier to read  
 Pay entry fees with the entry form - via direct deposit, cheque or cash if pre-organised with trial 

organizers  
 Ensure entries are paid before closing date or you may not be put in the draw  

Scratchings  

 If you are scratching any dogs, let the trial organizers know asap! Call them directly. Don’t pass informaƟon on 
through other people or simply don’t contact trial organizers at all.  

 Trial organizers put a lot of work into a trial, please have the decency to let them know you are not turning up  

 

Why is this being brought up? 

Lots of trials recently have noticed a trend of people not filling out entry forms properly, not paying entry fees on time and 

not contacting trial organizers to scratch 

At a recent trial, there were a total of 53 scratchings, lots of which were unpaid entries, totalling over $700 in 

unpaid entries lost for that trial - lots of trials need this money to run the trial for you 

Trial organizers put hours of effort into collecting entry forms, cross checking entries and payments, trying to read poorly 

done entry forms, doing the draw, preparing live scoring sheets, printing draws and score sheets, and the list goes on - and 

it’s very disappointing to put all that work in for someone to not bother paying their entries, and then to not bother calling 

trial organizers to scratch  
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Takeaways…  

 Fill entry forms out neatly and fill in all required spaces - if you need help filling entry forms out, ask a more 
experienced trialler for some help  

 Pay your entry fees on Ɵme - or you may find you are not included in the draw  
 If intending to pay cash, noƟfy the trial organizer to organise this with them  
 If you need to scratch - call the trial organizer ASAP!  

By following these simple requests, it goes a long way to helping make running a trial smoother and less headaches for the 

trial organizers  

Thankyou in advance from many Trial Organizers 

NOW, HERE’S AN IDEA OR TWO ….  

Our members are full of great ideas! Take the Phantom sheepdog trial fundraiser, and 

the NSWSDWI Shirt draw as a token of our thanks. These ideas have come from our 

membership base, and we are always keen to hear more!  

We also want to give members the opportunity to input into ideas – sometimes a good 

idea just needs a bit of a tweak to become a great idea, or we might want to trial an idea to see if it works or leads to an 

improvement in something we’re already doing.  

If you have an idea (or even the beginning of one), send it through and we’ll publish it in the newsletter to see what 

conversation is started! Members can provide their input via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com and we’ll provide updates 

in future issues. Comments can be kept confidential if preferred.  

(Whether you agree with an idea or not, please keep all comments respectful – it’s not easy to speak up in front of a critical 

audience!!) 

3 dog workers  

With our changing demographics in triallers, its often challenging for members to get to trials to run their dogs, and many 

are subsequently entering ‘dummy dogs’. Right or wrong, this also presents logistical complications for the trial committee 

who have to set the duration of their trial and arrange sheep based on the final entry numbers. Currently, rule 12 allows 

workers with 2 dogs or less to nominate which rounds they would like to work in.   

What if… we changed this to 3 dog workers being able to nominate which rounds they’d work in? What 

might be the impacts on competitors and trial committees? Should we give this a go at a trial and see if it works (before we 

even consider making it a rule change)? Some of the potential impacts might be  

Enables competitors with work / other commitments to 
run more dogs in a trial (some trials are a long way to go 
for 2 dogs) 

Less 'dummy dogs' entered by competitors unable to 
attend first day (s) of trial 

Accommodates changing demographic of competitors  Reduction in entry money (dummy dogs not entered) 

3 dog workers monopolize last 3 rounds of trial, requiring 
trial to extend duration anyway 

 

 

But we know there are probably more that haven’t come up yet – what are your thoughts? Let us know at 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  
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FROM THE JUDGES PANEL 

Judging 3 Sheep Trials 

Some words of wisdom (and talking points) from our NSW Judges Panel on judging 3 sheep trials.  

In very simple terms, a perfect run will be: 

 sheep stay on course 
 sheep stay within eight metres of the handler (aŌer being delivered) on the right-hand side 
 sheep keep flowing in the right direcƟon 
 all obstacles are negoƟated correctly; and 
 is completed within the Ɵme limit 

What happens when the run is not perfect? Points are deducted. It is at this point for aspiring or new judges where the 

questions begin. From here the first thing you must do is read the rule book, after that this is where the fun begins, and 

many discussions occur on aspects of judging. 

How and who can lose points on the trial ground? For instance, just one example for each: 

 Sheep- going off course 
 Dog- tail turning 
 The handler- stopping while walking between obstacles 

So, beginning your career judging the first item is, read the rule book. When judging, your position on the ground is 

important, making sure you are out of the way, but also being in a good spot to maintain a good view of the action. 

Perhaps a helpful way to think is, when the sheep are off course they will drop a point, then every further eight metres 

(NSW course) they travel off course will cost another point. As mentioned above, you still need to watch the handler 

and dog along the way as well. 

In the next newsletter, we’ll provide a couple of scenarios to look at.  

Happy judging, and remember, Blank Faces and Pink Dogs.  

 

The NSW Judges Panel has a new email address!! They can now be contacted 

via NSWJudgesPanel@gmail.com.  

We are also building up a video library for the panel to use in training sessions 

or seminars, to provide our judges with support and answer their (many) 

questions on the intricacies of trialling!  

If you are interested in becoming a Provisional Judge in NSW, please complete 

the Judges Nomination form – available via the website or from the Secretary – 

and return to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

 

  



CLD 116 January 2025 
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TRIAL RESULTS 

Thank you to all competitors (and supporters) who attended NSW Sheepdog Trials hosted over the past few months. 

Congratulations to all the winners & placegetters.  

Central West Sheepdog Trial Championship (Judges: Mr Bill Davidson, Mr Ryann Redmond)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Morongla Sheepdog Trial (Judge: Mr Liam Cotter) 

 

Australian National Field Days Sheepdog Trial (Judge: Mr Josh Marshall) 

 Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Pip Hudson 
Hudsons Darby 

Ken Robinson 
Sunvale George 

Bill Davidson 
Wirchilleba Rain 

Tony Vaughan 
Me Mate Chook 

2 Scott Smith 
Wynella Pink 

Ellen Vaughan 
Tilly 

Gary White 
Whites Broke 

John Reedy 
Annaway Jackman 

3 Ryann Redmond 
RAR Burrs 

Justin Lawman 
MGH Conan 

Todd Kissick 
MGH Socks 

Di Evans 
S/B Pip 

4 Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Rob Pamment 
Rowan Bolt  

5 Scott Smith  
MGH Gem 

   

UP 

Gary White 
Whites Billy 
 
Michael Dungey 
Shaundar Cooper 

Colleen Drew 
Wilbo Ally 
 
Julie-Ann Sanderson 
Trinity Jatz Cracker 
 
Todd Kissick 
Mianga Bear 
 
Laura McKillop 
Mundila Spot 

Sarah Sydrych  
Royalla Peg 

Di Evans 
Brands Hatch Illusion 

place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Tony Elliott 
Gundagai Reah 

Tegan Perry 
Bredbo Razz 

Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Laura McKillop 
Mundila Spot 

2 John Perry  
Bredbo Ash 

Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Todd Kissick 
O’Kanes Penny 

Sue Carroll 
Wilbo Bessie 

3 Tony Elliott 
Gundagai Luke 

Ryann Redmond 
Primrose Valley Suzie 

Laura McKillop 
Mundila Spot 

Megan White 
Monty 

4 Bill Davidson  
Grass Valley Flake 

Paul Prentice 
Badboy Miss Snip 

Peter Welch 
Wilbo Toss 

Colleen Drew 
Wilbo Allie 

5 John Perry 
Bredbo Kenny    

6. Will Goggin 
Bredbo Scooter 

   

place Open Novice 

1 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Bec 

Amy Redmond 
Baaramu Buttons 

2 Mick Hudson  
Me Mate Foss 

Paul Prentice  
Badboy Winx 

3 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Trixie 

Pip Hudson 
Echo Park Gyp 
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Monaro Sheepdog Trial Championships (Judge: Mr Liam Cotter) 

 

 

Congratulations to Jon Cantrall & Wongaburra Puma on a perfect run at the 

Monaro Sheepdog Championship – 100 points  

 

DOG, HANDLER & ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 2024 

This year’s points for Dog, Handler & Rookie of the Year are available via our website on the Results page. Like live 
scoring, they were updated after each trial as an ongoing tally for each competitor and dog. Please contact Tegan Perry 

(teganperry@yahoo.com.au) for further information.  

Congratulations to our High Points Award winners for 2024 

Dog of the Year Handler of the Year Rookie of the Year 

MGH Rabbit (owned M Hudson) Mick Hudson Amy Redmond 

4 Mick Hudson  
Hudsons Molly 

Paul Prentice 
Badboy Miss Red 

5 Ryann Redmond 
Flowers Eagle 

Barb Kessler 
Primrose Valley Lady Kessler 

Place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Jon Cantrall 
Wongaburra Puma 

Russell Percival 
Tarcoola Buster 

Russell Percival 
Tarcoola Buster 

Annette Outtrim 
Princes Dodge 

2 John Perry 
Bredbo Ash 

Russell Percival  
Tarcoola Sam 

Russell Percival  
Tarcoola Sam 

Tony Vaughan 
Me Mate Chook 

3 John Perry 
Bredbo Kenny 

Tracy Slater 
Wondara Walker 

Paul Elliott 
Berryden JJ 

Tracey Lindsay  
Wongaburra Steevie 

4 Leigh Foster 
Me Mate Maude 

John Perry 
Springvale Carl 

Todd Kissick 
Mianga Bear 

Kaitlyn Lucas 
Kuroona Heidi 

5 Ryann Redmond 
RAR Burrs 

Tony Vaughan 
Me Mate Chook 

John Perry 
Springvale Carl 

 

6. Peter Oxley 
Rivlin Murphy 

   

7. Will Goggin 
Vaimari Triton    
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COUNCIL NOTES 

A short summary of things discussed at recent Council Meetings. Minutes of meetings are available to members on 

request. We rely on our members to let us know if there are topics or ideas that you’d like us to consider -  feel free to 

get in touch with any of the council members, or send your thoughts to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com.  

Annual General Meeting  

The AGM will be held on Thursday 20th March at 7.00pm at the Molong RSL; please consider heading up there 

for a meal before the meeting. Formal notification will be issued very soon.  

Council Nominations for 2025 

Nomination forms are now available for election to NSWSDWI Council 2025. We are continuing the nomination 

process from last year, which will include a short summary of who you are and what skills you will bring to the group. 

Nominations will be sent out to all members prior to the AGM for their consideration. This will provide our members 

with an opportunity to get to know those that wish to represent their views for the next 12 months.  

We are accepting member votes in person at the AGM and via an online platform – details will be provided 
approximately 1 week before the meeting.  These measures provide an opportunity for NSW members to vote, even if 

they are unable to attend the AGM in person. The nomination form is available on the website. Nominations are due 

no later than 20th February 2025.  

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com for more information.  

Notices of Motion 

If you are considering submitting a notice of motion for discussion at our AGM in March (for example to amend, 

introduce or remove a rule that will enhance our sport), please complete the notice of motion form (available on the 

website, and will be sent to all members in the new year) and return to nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com .  

We encourage members to submit Notices of Motion early to ensure any clarifications / wording can be addressed 

prior to the closing date - 20 February 2025.  

 

NSWSDWI Memberships  

A reminder that membership renewals are due from 1 January 2025 and must be paid by 1 April. Please DO NOT 

PAY before the 1st January each year to ensure the fees are captured in the correct financial period.  

Membership forms are now online! 

Tired of downloading, printing, uploading and emailing membership forms??? You can now complete your 

membership renewal ONLINE and it will email directly to NSWSDWI when you submit the form!  

Trial committees – your event members can also complete the event membership form online.  

Simply go to the Downloads page on the website, navigate to the Memberships section and select the appropriate link! 

Membership Application - NSWSDWI | New South Wales Sheepdog Workers Inc 

The paper forms are still available for those more comfortable with this format and are available from the Treasurer. 
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New Website - Please be Patient!  

There are still a few things that need to be updated and reinstated on the website 

 Pedigrees database is being upgraded and is not ready yet. We are also looking into making this a 
'members only' funcƟon - stay tuned for more info 

The website is for the benefit of our members, so we welcome positive or constructive feedback. If there's 

something you think will enhance usability for members, please let us know via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

Upcoming NSW Trials 2025 
**Note some dates may alter slightly depending on entries and other 

events.  

Time to start planning the 2025 Trial Calendar!! 

Please send through your trial dates to 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com to have them included on the NSW 

calendar!  

Entry forms will be emailed to members and posted on our Facebook 

page as they become available.   

Month Trial Dates 
March Delegate P&A Sheepdog Trial  

National Sheepdog Trial Championship 
NSW State Championships @ Molong 

1  
10-16 
18-22 

April Bungendore Trans Tasman Sheepdog 
Trial 

TBC 

June Finley Sheepdog Trial 
Bungendore Novice Encourage Trial  

6-8 
20-23 

July Sydney Sheepdog Trial  
Coolah Valley Sheepdog Trial 

10-13 
18-20 

August Tullamore P&H Sheepdog Trial 
2025 Supreme Australian Championship 
@ Northam, WA 

1-3 
22-31 

September Hypro Henty Sheepdog Trial  23-25 
October Central West Championship 

Morongla Sheepdog Trial  
2-5 
16-19 

November Monaro Sheepdog Championship TBC 

 

  

ENCOURAGE STATUS 

Congratulations to our Encourage 
members who have recently broken their 
status!  

 Amy Redmond 
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REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are entering a dog that is 

not owned by you, you must include “owned by” and 

“worked by” on the entry form.   

When you are entering a trial, please ensure you send all 

entry forms and enquiries directly to the Trial 

Committee. 

REMINDER TO ALL CLUB SECRETARIES 

Please ensure that when receiving entries all dogs have 

registered numbers. If in doubt, please phone the 

Registrar, Ann Moy. 

 

EVENT MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
Please remember to send through any event membership 

forms for your trial. The form is available from our 

Treasurer via nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com or on our 

Facebook page.  

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS 

When making a deposit to the NSWSDWI account – 

whether its registration fees, membership, affiliation etc 
– PLEASE ensure you include your SURNAME & what 

the payment is for!!!  This will ensure we don’t miss your 

payment. Any questions, please contact the Treasurer 

nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com.  

LIVE SCORES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL TRIALS 

If your trial committee would like to post live scores 

during your trial, please get in touch with NSWSDWI 

Council. We have a laptop available, with modem 

provided, so your fellow triallers can follow the scores as 

they happen.  

We can also provide templates for the draw, which have 

options of determining rank and finals for the 

competition and can provide technical support during 

your trial if there are any issues. If you have any 

questions, chat to someone from NSWSDWI council.  

SUPPORT FOR NSW TRIALS. 

We are compiling a suite of useful documents for 

reference by trial committees looking to start / resume 

or add to their trial. These documents will be available 

on the website and we are adding to them regularly. If 

there’s something your club needs, please get in touch 

and we’ll see what we can come up with! 
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COMPULSORY LIABILITY CLAUSE – INSURANCE 2024/25 

 
 
All Trial Entry Forms will have the following liability clause noted due to 
our new Insurance regulations. 
 

By submiƫng this entry form to CLUB NAME, I, COMPETITOR NAME Acknowledge 
that working with sheep may put me at risk of illness or injury and that in aƩending 
this trial, I accept that I may be injured from both foreseen and unforeseen events 
associated with working sheep and dogs. I will not hold CLUB NAME and STATE BODY 
NAME, the commiƩee or any members of the associaƟon responsible for any illness 
or injury that may occur as a direct or indirect result of aƩending this trial. The 
handler/owner of the dog cerƟfies that the entered dog is not a hazard to persons, 
stock or property.  
 
Signature: ................................................................................   

 
Date: ................................................. 
 
Event Checklist 

As part of our new insurance regulations, each trial committee is to 
complete an Event Checklist, and retain on file for future reference. If you 
have not received an Event Checklist, or any of the other insurance 
documents, please contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  
Forms and information are also available on the ASDWA Website.  
 
 

MERCHANDISE  

We have NSWSDWI Merchandise available for the sheepdog fanatic in your life! The new ties and scarves look great and 

they are embroidered with ‘Member and our logo’. We also have shirts available in limited sizes and colours, and iron on 

logos, but please get in touch if you want something.  

 

 

Contact Us 

NSW Sheepdog Workers Inc 

 

Telephone 0402 143 878  

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

nswsheepdogworkers.org.au 


