
CAST, LIFT & DRAW 
Newsletter 113 -April 2024 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Welcome to another year of sheepdog trialling. Firstly, I want to take this 
opportunity to thank Jon Cantrall for his guidance and steadying influence 

over the past year as President – we look forward to welcoming him back to 

council in the future.  

Secondly, I’d like to congratulate and thank those members returning to 

council for another year and welcome our 2 new councillors for 2024– Jacqui 
Cantrall & Sarah Sydrych. We look forward to your input and ideas as we 

continue developing as a team.  

The Judges panel will be planning more activities for this year including 

anther judges school, training for our provisional judges and some training 

for Trans Tasman Judges also in the works. If you’re interested in becoming 

a judge, please contact NSWSDWI council.  

We already have a new trial on the calendar for this year – sheepdog trialling 

has returned to Stuart Town with the Man from Iron Bark Festival Sheepdog 

Trial. Other returning trials from last year including Murrurundi Willow Tree 

and Morongla are also mainstays on the calendar.  

The first few trials for 2024 have seen some great success for NSW members. 

Huge congratulations to Scott Smith and Wynella Pink – not only taking out 

the Maiden championship at the Nationals but following it up with the Open 

Championship as well! NSW also did very well in the Victorian trials with 

Paul Elliott & Elliotts Monne winning the Novice; Mick Hudson and MGH 

Rabbit were crowned the Open Champion at the Commonwealth 

Championships, and Paul Darmody with Zeefree Marlon took second place. 

Jess Kimpton and Newcomen Stitch took out the Trans-Tasman event at Port 

Fairy. Ann Wherry and Annaway Tao had several successful runs at Benalla 

to win the Open Trial.  

Well done to all, and best of luck to our members for trialling in 2024.  

 

  

  

WELCOME TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
NSWSDWI would like to 

welcome all our new members. 

We hope that you enjoy trialling  

REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are 
entering a dog that is not owned by 

you, you must include “owned by” and 
“worked by” on the entry form. 

 
Please ensure that when entering trials, 

all dogs have a registered number – 
‘pending’ is not acceptable. Contact the 

Registrar to request a registration 
number.  

 No Registration number, no 
entry  

(dogs of event members excepted) 

 

 

 

Will Goggin 

President - NSWSDWI  



FROM THE JUDGES PANEL 

Judges payment guidelines 

Following the clubs survey released to NSW members back in 2022, a number of trial committees indicated they would 

like some guidance in discussing payments for judges at their trials. Historically the rate was set at $1.50 per dog but with 

increasing costs for fuel and accommodation to attend trials, and the distances travelled by some of our judges, it was 

queried whether this rate was still appropriate.  

The Judges Panel met recently on a number of issues and has proposed the following information as a starting point for 

your conversations. Please remember, these are guidelines only – each trial committee should decide what’s appropriate 

for their trial and budget. 

 rate of $2 per dog OR $100 per day – preference may depend on the structure of your trial 
 consider whether a contribution to fuel or accommodation is appropriate (case by case basis) 

Promotion to Supreme Judge 

The NSW Judges Panel (and NSWSDWI Council) wishes to congratulate the following NSW judges who have recently 

been promoted to Supreme Judge.  

 Josh Marshall 
 Barry McKenzie 

We wish them all the best and look forward to them maintaining the high standard and professionalism expected of judges 

representing our state.  

Upcoming events 

The NSW Judges Panel is busy planning events for 2024, including a judges school, information for aspiring Trans 

Tasman judges and support and recruitment for our Provisional Judges. If you are interested in becoming a Provisional 

Judge in NSW, please complete the Judges Nomination form – available on our website – and return to 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

CELEBRATING OUR HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS 

NSWSDWI has many amazing members who work tirelessly to support the Association and 3 sheep trialling in the state 

both behind the scenes or in a more formal capacity.  

Then there are those that go above and beyond, providing outstanding or special services to the Association or the wider 

sheep dog trialling community. These people take on additional responsibilities often on top of hosting trials or serving on 

council, working to ensure the sustainability of 3 sheep trialling and our community with no thought of personal gain or 

seeking recognition. Their philosophy is to give back to the Association as much as they have gotten out of it - and more so 

in many cases.  

We would like to take this opportunity to celebrate those individuals that have been recognised with Honorary Life 

Membership for their outstanding and ongoing contributions to our sport and our Association. Thank you for everything 

you have done and continue to do for NSW Sheepdog Workers. We also have many past HLM, and they will 

be featured in the next newsletter and on the website.  

Congratulations to Ms Ann Moy who was granted an Honorary Life Membership, conferred at the Annual 
General Meeting. Ann has served on NSWSDWI council since 2009 as our Registrar, looking after all things 

related to dog registrations, pedigrees, prefixes and establishing and maintaining our database of working 

dogs. Ann also works closely with the other state registrars and is continually developing or implementing 

initiatives to improve how we manage registrations and pedigrees, ensuring they are accurate.  



Mr Peter Oxley Mrs Heather Woodhouse Mr John Perry 

Mr Phillip (Pip) Hudson Mr Paul Darmody Mr Charlie Cover 

Mr Tony Chaloner Mr Jeff Varina Mr John Eades 

 Ms Ann Moy  

A FEW WORDS ON RESPECT 

Whilst trials are exciting, exhilarating, and competitive, and 

we’re all out to showcase the best in our dogs, we should not 

forget to respect each other both on and off the field. Verbal 

abuse or physical intimidation of volunteers, spectators, 

competitors, or committees will not be tolerated. Many people 

give up their time to host or support trials, and all members and 

visitors are expected to abide by the rules of the trial and our 

code of conduct.  

Be kind to each other – we’re not playing for Sheep Stations!  

Image Credit: South West Sheepdog Club, Victoria  

TRIAL RESULTS 

Congratulations to all Competitors (and supporters) in the NSW Sheepdog Trials hosted over the past few months. All results 

are available on the NSWSDWI website.  

Delegate P&A Sheepdog Trial (Judges: Mr Liam Cotter) 

National Sheepdog Trial Championships, Hall ACT (Judges: Mr Peter Oxley, Ms Kyleigh Victory) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Open Improver Novice Encourage Farmers 

1 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Trixie 

Tracy Slater 
Me Mate Jill 

Tracy Slater 
Me Mate Jill 

Kaitlyn Lucas  
Karoona Heidi 

Tash Lucas 
Karoona Heidi 

2 Will Goggin 
Vaimari Bec 

Brian Clifford 
Quickstep Tango 

Brian Clifford 
Quickstep Nikki 

Hamish Dixon 
Storm 

Hamish Dixon 
Storm 

3 Charlie Knight 
Camara Spark    

 

4 Will Goggin 
Bredbo Scooter    

 

 Open Improver Novice Champion of 
Champions 

1 Scott Smith 
Wynella Pink 

Gary White 
Whites Billy Boy 

Scott Smith 
Wynella Pink 

Stefan Cross 
Echo Park Lady 

2 Stefan Cross 
Echo Park Lady 

Bailey Knight 
Knights Champ 

Jon Cantrall  
Flowers Wing 

Bailey Knight 
Knights Ron 

3 David Lacey  
Brands Hatch Tusker 

Paul O’Kane 
MGH Billabong Creek 

Paul Elliott  
Berryden JJ 

Paul Darmody 
Zeefree Troy 

4 Bill Davidson 
Grassvalley Flake 

Scott Smith 
Wynella Pink 

Gary White 
Whites Billy Boy 

Peter Gorman 
Pendalup Steel 

5 Tony Elliott 
OK Indiana Buckles 

Paul Elliott  
Berryden JJ 

Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Miss 
Serendipity 

 

6 Stefan Cross 
Echo Park Bazza 

  
 



NSW State Championships, Molong NSW (Judges: Mr Barry McKenzie, Ms Kyleigh Victory, Mr Scott Smith) 

 

DogPro Stuart Town Man from Ironbark Sheepdog Trial NSW (Judges: Mr Ted Mulry, Mr Josh Marshall) 

ASDWA Patron’s Trial / NSW Selection Trial (Judges: M Hudson, P Oxley, W Goggin, P Darmody) 

  

place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Barry Paton 
Marong Murphy 

Tony Elliott 
Gundagai Sugar 

Andrew Heath 
Te Rara Leonard 

Danny Kerr 
Buddy 

2 Barry Knight 
Fiesta Henry 

Les Eveleigh  
Hiltons Ivy 

Geoff Gibson 
Gibsons Leo 

Sandra Elliott 
Trinity Breezer 

3 Tegan Perry 
Bredbo Razz 

Nigel Brazier 
Gwydir Joey 

Robert Heath 
Te Rata Stormy 

Sue Carroll 
Rockhill Seva 

4 Peter Gorman 
Coshies Dusty 

Scott Smith 
Wynella Flo 

Robert Heath 
Braziers Bronte 

Di Evans 
S/B Pip 

5 Barry Knight 
Larners Mavis 

Tegan Perry 
Bredbo Razz  

Julie Birkett 
Brands Hatch Dark N 
Stormy 

 

6. Peter Oxley 
Rivlin Caesar  

Barry Paton 
McConnells Turbo  

7 Mick Hudson 
Me Mate Foss 

   

place Open Improver Novice Encourage 

1 Mick Hudson 
MGH Rabbit 

Charlie Knight 
Koba Josie 

Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Kopper 

Robert Heath 
Te Rata Storm 

2 Mick Hudson  
MGH Rosie 

Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Ivy 

Barry Paton 
McComells Turbo 

Robert Heath 
Braziers Bronte 

3 Mick Hudson  
MGH Gypsy 

Matthew Devereux 
Bredbo Steffi 

Robert Heath 
Te Rata Storm 

Ed Lay 
Eclay Fred 

4 

Mick Hudson  
Echo Park Mel 

Les Eveleigh 
Hiltons Kopper 

Amy Redmond  
Baaramu Buttons 

Mick Hudson 
MGH Nicky 

U/P Nicholas Anderson 
Jimmy 

5 Mick Hudson  
Hudsons Molly  

U/P Merv McCahon 
Booberoi Rae  

U/P. Mick Hudson 
MGH Anna 

Pip Hudson 
Barcoo Queen 

   

place Novice Improver Patrons Trial Open Selection Trial 

1 Jon Cantrall 
Flowers Wing 

Scott Smith  
Wynella Flo 

Mick Hudson  
MGH Rabbit 

Mick Hudson  
MGH Rabbit 

2 Jess Kimpton 
 Quickstep Muppet 

Tegan Perry  
Bredbo Razz 

Paul Darmody  
Annaway Dotti 

Mick Hudson  
Echo Park Mel 

3 Jon Cantrall 
 Wongaburra Boots 

Paul Darmody  
Annaway Digger 

Paul Darmody  
Zeefree Marlon 

Paul Darmody  
Annaway Dotti 

4 Jess Kimpton 
Quickstep Elkie 

Alison Burrell  
Illoura Sam 

Mick Hudson  
Echo Park Mel 

Will Goggin  
Vaimari Trixie 

5 U/P Alison Burrell 
Illoura Sam 

U/P Linda Dening  
Kesslers Frankie 

Scott Smith  
Wynella Pink 

(reserve) Scott Smith  
Wynella Pink 
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Ann Moy 
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National Sheepdog Trial – Maiden & Open Champions  

 

A huge congratulations to Scott Smith & Wynella Pink for 
clinching both the Maiden and Open Final at the 2024 National 

Sheepdog Trial Championships. 

 

 

 

 

 

2024 NSW State Championship @ Molong, NSW 

   

Open Champion Barry Paton with Marong Murphy; Improver Champion Tony Elliott (centre); Novice Champion 

Andrew Heath; Encourage Champion (below) Danny Kerr (photo credits Janelle Fessey, Danny Kerr) 
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2023 Dog, Handler & Rookie of the Year 

Congratulations to our high points award winners for 2023! Mick Hudson received Handler of the Year, and Dog of 

the Year for MGH Rabbit. Rookie of the Year went to Tracy Slater (photo credits Carolyn Hudson, Janelle Fessey)   

   

DOG, HANDLER & ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 2024 

This year’s points for Dog, Handler & Rookie of the Year are available on the website (Results -2024). Like live scoring, 

they will be updated after each trial as an ongoing tally for each competitor and dog. Please contact Tegan Perry 

(teganperry@yahoo.com.au) for further information.  

COUNCIL NOTES 

A short summary of things discussed at recent 

Council Meetings. Minutes of meetings are 

available to members on request. We rely on our 

members to let us know if there are topics or ideas 

that you’d like us to consider -  feel free to get in 

touch with any of the council members, or send 

your thoughts to 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com.  

Welcome to the 2024 NSWSDWI Council  

At our recent Annual General Meeting, held at the 

Molong RSL on Thursday 21st March, the following 

NSW members nominated to join the council for 

the next 12 months. Thank you for giving up your 

time to support the Association.  

Annual General Meeting highlights  

There were no changes to either our Constitution or 

the Rules this year with the only motion submitted 

proposing an amendment to Rule 66 being 

defeated during the meeting.  

A range of issues were discussed at the General 

Meeting, generating some robust discussion on activities and initiatives NSWSDWI has been involved in, including the 

Australian Federation of Livestock working dogs, and whether the public should have access to our pedigrees 

database. Discussion was also had regarding whether the Novice competition is considered a ‘Championship Trial’ or 
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whether this applies to the Open competition only. Council will be looking into all these issues at our next meeting, 

and will provide feedback but if you have any questions or comments, please feel free to get in touch via 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com.  

A reminder that Membership renewals are now due – forms are available via our website, or contact 

nsw.s.d.treasuer@gmail.com.  

NSW Representative Selection  

The Ted Gaby Interstate Challenge and selection of the Australian Test Team will occur in Geelong Victoria in 

September 2024 when the Victorian Working Sheep Dog Association hosts the Supreme Australian Working Sheepdog 

Championship.  

Following support for a motion at the recent ASDWA meeting (on a one year trial basis), we have the opportunity to 

select 3 representatives to compete in the Ted Gaby Interstate 

challenge this year. 

To ensure our NSW reps have sufficient time to come together as a 

team and polish their skills on the course before September, the 

ASDWA Patron's trial kindly agreed to incorporate the NSW 

Selection trial into their event held 5-7 April at Bungendore 

Showgrounds over 3 rounds run on a Trans-Tasman course. 

Congratulations to our NSW representatives for 2024:  

Mick Hudson, Paul Darmody, Will Goggin, Scott Smith 

(reserve)  

NSW Pedigrees  

The pedigrees of dogs registered in NSW have been made available via our online database, provided on the 

NSWSDWI website. Whilst this has generally been a popular feature and our members use it respectfully to view the 

lines of dogs they are interested in, we’ve had recent reports that the information is being used to target the genetics of 

certain working lines in a negative way. The database is currently visible to the public, and most of the issues appear to 

be driven by non-members.  

We are exploring options to protect the privacy of our members, and one option is to make the Pedigree database 

available to members only, but we want your input before making any changes. Would you prefer we… 

 Leave the NSW pedigrees database as it is – currently open to the public on the website 
 Restrict access via a ‘member login’ system.  

o An extension to this could be non-members would pay a fee to view the database 
 Remove the pedigrees database completely   

Please get in touch via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com if you have any comments or other suggestions.  

NSWSDWI Website issues  

Unfortunately, we are still experiencing issues with the website - our website host has been working away in the 

background trying to restore it but the site is not stable. Essentially the technology is outdated and unable to support 

the information and background 'widgets' we need to keep it up to date.  

Some parts of the site are showing up but others - including the home page - are reporting a 'fatal error'. I'm currently 

unable to login and update the site. Other state associations are experiencing similar issues, and we are working on 

securing an upgrade, but this may take some time if we have to transition to a new host platform.  
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We will keep you posted on developments, but for now we'll have to rely on the 'old fashioned' methods of email and 

Facebook to communicate. If there's anything you need please let me know via nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com . 

Upcoming NSW Trials 2024 
**Note some dates may alter slightly depending on entries and other 

events.  

Please send through your trial dates to 

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com to have them included on the NSW 

calendar!  

Month Trial Dates 
March Delegate P&A Show Sheepdog Trial 

National Sheep Dog Trial Championships 
@ Hall, ACT 
NSW State Championships @ Molong 
Stuart Town Man from Ironbark 
Sheepdog Trial 

2 
11-17 
 
19-23 
30-1 Apr 

April ASDWA Patron’s Trial / NSW Selection 
trial 
Murrurundi Willow Tree 

5-7 
 
26-28 

May Sydney Sheepdog Trial  23-26 
June Finley Sheepdog Trial  

Bungendore Sheepdog Trial  
6-9 
21-23 

August Tullamore P&H Sheepdog Trial 
Eumungerie Supreme Sheepdog Trial 
Trundle P&A Sheepdog Trial  

2-4 
8-11 
12-13 

September Moulamein Working Sheepdog Trial  
Supreme Australian Championship @ 
Geelong, Vic 
Hypro Henty Sheepdog Trial  

1-4 
7-15 
 
17-19 

October Central West Championship  
Australian National Field Days 

10-13 
24-26 

November Monaro Sheepdog Trial  TBC  

GENETIC TESTING – WORKING DOG CORE PANEL 

Dog Breeding Science now has their ‘working dog core panel’ up and running. This panel includes four tests for 

disorders that are known to occur in either working Collies, working Kelpies, or both. These tests are CEA (collie eye 

anomaly), TNS (trapped neutrophil syndrome), CA: VMP1 (cerebellar abiotrophy with onset at 5-8 

months of age) and CA: LINGO3 (cerebellar abiotrophy with onset at 8-12 weeks of age). TNS, CEA and 

the two CA tests are also still available separately. 

Please use the link directly to the panel with the organisation code pre-loaded for our NSWSDWI discount: 

 https://breeding.dog/index.php?test=wdc&org=NSWDOG 

Remember, the dog’s owner is the only one to receive the results - they are not shared with anyone else. This is a tool 

that we can use to breed healthier working dogs - we should be considering it as responsible breeders and abide by our 

constitution, 

  2. B To foster, promote and maintain the purity and improve the breeds of the working sheep dogs. 

 

ENCOURAGE STATUS 

Congratulations to our Encourage 
members who have recently broken their 
status!  
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NSWSDWI Banners 

We have had 3 new banners made up for NSW Sheepdog Workers Association – these banners can be used for 

presentations / photos etc and have been placed across the state for use by any of our clubs. Get in touch with 

NSWSDWI Council and we’ll locate the banner nearest to your trial.  
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REMINDER TO ALL COMPETITORS 

Please ensure that when you are entering a dog that is 

not owned by you, you must include “owned by” and 

“worked by” on the entry form.   

When you are entering a trial, please ensure you send all 

entry forms and enquiries directly to the Trial 

Committee. 

REMINDER TO ALL CLUB SECRETARIES 

Please ensure that when receiving entries all dogs have 

registered numbers. If in doubt, please phone the 

Registrar, Ann Moy. 

 

EVENT MEMBERSHIP FORMS 
Please remember to send through any event membership 

forms for your trial. The form is available from our 

Treasurer via nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com or on our 

website.  

REMINDER TO ALL MEMBERS 

When making a deposit to the NSWSDWI account – 

whether its registration fees, membership, affiliation etc 
– PLEASE ensure you include your SURNAME & what 

the payment is for!!!  This will ensure we don’t miss your 

payment. Any questions, please contact the Treasurer 

nsw.s.d.treasurer@gmail.com.  

LIVE SCORES ARE AVAILABLE FOR ALL TRIALS 

If your trial committee would like to post live scores 

during your trial, please get in touch with NSWSDWI 

Council. We have a laptop available, with modem 

provided, so your fellow triallers can follow the scores as 

they happen.  

We can also provide templates for the draw, which have 

options of determining rank and finals for the 

competition and can provide technical support during 

your trial if there are any issues. If you have any 

questions, chat to someone from NSWSDWI council.  

SUPPORT FOR NSW TRIALS. 

We are compiling a suite of useful documents for 

reference by trial committees looking to start / resume 

or add to their trial. These documents are available on 

the website (Downloads – General Club & Trial 

documents) and we are adding to them regularly. If 

there’s something your club needs, please get in touch 

and we’ll see what we can come up with! 
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NSWSDWI would like to extend our sympathies to our 

members and friends who have lost a loved one recently.  

Ralph Whitbourne (VWSDA) 

It’s with sadness and such fond memories that we share 

the sad news of the passing of Ralph Whitbourne. Ralph 

served on VWSDA council and was a DogPro rep for 

many years. Ralph was larger than life and a terrific 

bloke. Our sympathy to his ”girl” Julie. You will be 

missed Ralph. Rest easy, no more suffering (published 

on Facebook by VWSDA). 

 

William (Bill) Trembath (SAWSDA) 

Bill or "grumpy" to some, "happy" to others was a true 
character of the sport and was a fierce competitor. 

He enjoyed success at the highest level of our sport and was 
part of the winning Australian Test Team in 2005 that claimed 

victory in New Zealand for the first time. This was with his 
beloved Fairlea Dave. 

Bill represented South Australia on many occasions, and he 

travelled extensively with his dogs throughout Australia. In 

recent years, his health slowed him down, but his passion for 
working dogs and trialling never did. Bill’s prefix was Willeen. 

Bill was at the Supreme Championship at Strathalbyn in 2023 
where he came to catch up with everyone.  

No more suffering, no more pain. Rest in Peace Bill. 

Our thoughts are with Janice as she comes to terms with the 
loss of her mate and mentor. (published on Facebook by S 
Cross, SA Working Sheepdog Association) 

 
Mary Wilson (SAWSDA) 

Mary Wilson passed away peacefully in mid-December 2023 at 
the ripe old age of 100. 

Mary was a longtime supporter of sheepdog trialling at 
Strathalbyn and the surrounding area, and she will be missed. 

(published on Facebook by S Cross, SA Working Sheepdog 
Association) 

Helen Dreckow (SAWSDA) 
Helen Dreckow passed away peacefully in early December 

2023 after a short illness. Our thoughts are with Phillip and we 

extend our deepest sympathy. Rest in peace Helen   

(published on Facebook by S Cross, SA Working Sheepdog 
Association) 
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COMPULSORY LIABILITY CLAUSE – INSURANCE 2023/24 

 
 
All Trial Entry Forms will have the following liability clause noted due to 
our new Insurance regulations. 
 

By submiƫng this entry form to CLUB NAME, I, COMPETITOR NAME Acknowledge 
that working with sheep may put me at risk of illness or injury and that in aƩending 
this trial, I accept that I may be injured from both foreseen and unforeseen events 
associated with working sheep and dogs. I will not hold CLUB NAME and STATE BODY 
NAME, the commiƩee or any members of the associaƟon responsible for any illness 
or injury that may occur as a direct or indirect result of aƩending this trial. The 
handler/owner of the dog cerƟfies that the entered dog is not a hazard to persons, 
stock or property.  
 
Signature: ................................................................................   

 
Date: ................................................. 
 
Event Checklist 

As part of our new insurance regulations, each trial committee is to 
complete an Event Checklist, and retain on file for future reference. If you 
have not received an Event Checklist, or any of the other insurance 
documents, please contact nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  
Forms and information are also available on the ASDWA Website.  
 
 

MERCHANDISE  

We have NSWSDWI Merchandise available for the sheepdog fanatic in your life! The new ties and scarves look great and 

they are embroidered with ‘Member and our logo’. We also have shirts available in limited sizes and colours, and iron on 

logos, but please get in touch if you want something.  

The order form is available on the website (Downloads -> Merchandise).  

Downloads | NSWSDWI | New South Wales Sheepdog Workers Inc (nswsheepdogworkers.org.au) 

 

 

Contact Us 

NSW Sheepdog Workers Inc 

 

Telephone 0402 143 878  

nswsheepdogworkers@gmail.com  

nswsheepdogworkers.org.au 


